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Mound City National Cemetery Caretakers House

Synopsis

The project helped restore and renovate the historic Mound City National Cemetery Caretakers
House and created an interpretive and visitors center along the Ohio River Scenic Byway.

State(s): Illinois
Byway(s): Ohio River Scenic Byway
Category: Resource Protection
Project Type: Historic Preservation
Year Initiated: 2002
Year Completed: 2006

Person Submitting Project

Sheryl Durham
Ohio River Scenic Byway
P.O. Box 378
Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-9928
E-mail: director@ohioriverscenicbyway.net

Byway Leader

Sheryl Durham
Ohio River Scenic Byway
P.O. Box 378
Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-9928
E-mail: director@ohioriverscenicbyway.net

State Or Indian Tribe Coordinator

Melissa Hendricks
Illinois
Phone: 217-785-1250
E-mail: Melissa.Hendricks@illinois.gov

Project Description
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The Mound City National Cemetery Caretakers House is a Civil War historic structure,
constructed in 1875. The cemetery is one of twelve original national cemeteries, established in
1864 pursuant to the Act of July 17, 1862, whereby President Lincoln authorized “to purchase
cemetery grounds…to be used as a National Cemetery for soldiers who shall have died in the
service of their country.”

Restoring this historic cemetery helps to preserve the region’s rich heritage and its historical
contribution and significant role during the Civil War. The main level serves as an interpretive
and visitors center along the Ohio River Scenic Byway; upstairs provides living quarters for the
cemetery caretaker.

The project impetus and success are both directly related to the Mound City National Cemetery
Preservation Commission (MCNCPC). Organized in 1994, the MCNCPC, a charitable 501©(3),
was formed by a group of concerned citizens and local veteran organizations primarily to raise
funds for restoring the 1875 Caretakers House and to purchase 3.64 acres of adjoining property
for additional burial grounds. Through hard work and perseverance, both goals have been
accomplished.

The Caretakers House is located in southernmost Illinois, near Mound City, at the Junction of
Rt. 37 and Hwy. 51.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

The Mound City National Cemetery Preservation Committee (MCNCPC) is comprised of
grass-roots volunteers, whose primary goal is to preserve the historical nature and intrinsic
qualities of the National Cemetery and 1875 Caretakers House. MCNCPC has open
membership, and the local community is encouraged to be involved and support all efforts to
ensure future internments at the cemetery; and to preserve the rich heritage and historic
significance that the region contributed to the Civil War era.

Partnerships

Several organizations and agencies came together to support the efforts to restore and renovate
the Mound City National Cemetery Caretakers House, including:
Mound City National Cemetery Preservation Commission
Veteran’s Administration-Jefferson Barracks
The Ohio River Scenic Byway
Federal Highway Administration
Illinois Bureau of Tourism
Illinois Department of Transportation
Southern Five Regional Planning District
Pulaski County Development Association
Pulaski County Highway Department
Pulaski County Commissioners
The City of Mound City
Players Island Casino
AmVets
Veterans of Foreign War
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American Legion
Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau
Southernmost Illinois Delta Empowerment Zone
Numerous concerned local citizens who donated time and money

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

The vision statement for the Ohio River Scenic Byway includes preservation and promotion of
the natural, historic and cultural resources along the designated route, and to provide
management of the route by local jurisdictions for immediate and sustained economic
development and long-term resource protection.

Four goals were identified to support the vision statement and provide a framework for the
development of specific actions.
1) To identify and protect natural, historic and cultural and recreational resources.
2) Build a measurable travel product for current and future visitors.
3) Increase services to residents and visitors through appropriate enhancements.
4) Provide economic benefits through increase tourism revenues.

Restoration of the Mound City National Cemetery Caretakers House is best identified through
Goal #1. The preservation of this historic structure will provide educational and interpretation of
the region’s contributions to the Civil War for generations to come. Additionally, with the
Caretakers House being utilized as an interpretive and visitor center along the Ohio River Scenic
Byway, the Goals #2, #3 and #4 are identified as well. The Caretakers House will be a
measurable travel product through enhancement of a unique and historical structure, providing
economic benefits via increased tourism revenues.

Describe Project's Innovation

Restoration of this building will provide a historical, step-back-in-time experience for visitors,
historical buffs, school children and the community to perceive the Caretakers House as it was
in 1875. The renovations have restored the building to its original condition to provide an
authentic, unique and educational experience, and will preserve the region’s rich history for
generations to come.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources: $150,293
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $751,464
Funds contributed from other sources:
Total cost of project: $901,757

During this project, we learned:

Patience. The old adage is true: Anything worth having is worth waiting for.
Perseverance. Keep on trying even when the odds do not look so favorable!
Hard work. From the first planning stages, to grant writing, to the bricks and mortar, just keep
working hard and the tasks will be finished.
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Teamwork. Working together with the community, public officials, several agencies and
organizations can be a positive experience and outcome. Community support was
overwhelming. The community came together and was thrilled to have such a valuable resource
renovated and restored.

If we were to do it again, we would:

We would have done it sooner! This is such a worthwhile and meaningful project and should
have been done years ago. Preserving our Nation’s history is very valuable and significant for
future generations to learn of their heritage. This project was challenging, yet very rewarding.
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)

Supporting Links for this Project

http://www.moundcitynationalcemetery.org/index_files/Page351.html
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