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Synopsis

This project produced “The Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway Birding Trail,” a brochure and a
comprehensive, systematic guide to 53 diverse sites and some of the region’s best birding.
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Project Description

This project produced the second in the series of The Great Washington State Birding Trail
maps, “The Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway Birding Trail.” Designated a National Scenic Byway
in 2005, the Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway encompasses 100 miles in north central Washington
and some of the most unique birding habitat in the world. The project was directed by the
Coulee Corridor Consortium (CCC) and Audubon Washington, who forged extensive
partnerships with many stakeholder agencies and corridor communities. Audubon Washington
created the trail concept in 1999 and identified the Coulee area as one of seven loops in the
State. In 2001, Audubon received a National Scenic Byways grant to produce the Coulee Loop,
and partnered with the CCC and the Central Basin Audubon (CBAS) to begin the project. Over
the next several months, volunteers visited over 100 sites with standardized forms and cameras
to document detailed information on amenities, habitats, access and species. In the end, 53 sites
were selected for the map. Volunteers then wrote text for each site that included detailed driving
directions, habitat, birds, amenities and seasonality, and verified driving directions in the field.
After months of intensive work by dozens of volunteers, the maps were printed in September
2003, and Audubon-WA completed the project in January 2004 by publishing a marketing and
distribution plan.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

Community involvement was essential from the start of this project for verifying site nomination
and traveler services availability. In January 2003, Audubon-WA produced a brochure to solicit
comments from the public and to recruit volunteers for helping with it or planning events around
it, and to solicit requests for the finished maps. This brochure was distributed at birding festivals
around the State through the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the
Columbia National Wildlife Refuge (CNWR), the Coulee Corridor “Big Event”, and at various
Audubon meetings statewide.

Teri Pieper, CCC project leader, created a display using photos and text from the site selection
process, a map created by Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
cartographer Mark Bozanich and a portable display unit owned by CBAS. This display was used
for presentations at birding festivals and other events around the State. In addition Teri created a
PowerPoint presentation to use for programs at festivals, Audubon chapter programs and other
opportunities to publicize the Birding Trail Map.

Partnerships

The primary partners directing the project were the National Audubon Society’s Washington
field office (Audubon-Washington) with assistance from its local chapter, Central Basin
Audubon Society (CBAS), and the Coulee Corridor Scenic Byway Consortium (CCC). The
project required coordination with stakeholder agencies throughout the byway, including
Adams, Grant, Douglas and Lincoln Counties, the Columbia Basin Project, U. S. Bureau of
Reclamation (USBR), Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), Columbia
National Wildlife Refuge (CNWR), Washington State Department of Transportation (WDOT),
Washington State Tourism Office, Washington State Parks and the National Park Service. Each
of the partners listed contributed to this project with hard dollar contributions or in-kind
services. In addition, dozens of citizen volunteers donated hundreds of hours of their time to
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ensure the success of the project.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

Support and contribute to a sustainable tourism economy – The Coulee Corridor
Birding Trail draws bird watchers from around the country and world who have higher-
than-average discretionary incomes. It also supports increased visitation in the slow late
fall, winter and early spring visitor-use periods.
Collect and share corridor stories – The map directly links Coulee Corridor travelers to
the stories of migrating Sandhill cranes, wintering bald eagles and more than half of the
365 bird species found in Washington State.
Provide a safe and enjoyable journey
Leave a legacy of improvements
Preserve and enhance corridor resources – This project helped identify and establish a
series of new Important Bird Areas (IBA), a worldwide Audubon program that identifies
and encourages protection of sites that are essential for healthy, long-term bird
populations.
Contribute to a greater sense of community and region – This project is the catalyst
that continues to connect and bring together individuals, communities, organizations and
entities in focusing on this single effort.
Develop and maintain an open and participatory planning process – This project
helped create a statewide model for other Birding Trail Loops.

Describe Project's Innovation

The Birding Trail Map is a brochure and a comprehensive, systematic guide to 53 diverse sites.
Each site contains information on seasonal access, fees, facilities, handicapped accessibility, bird
habitat, resident species and viewing tips. Designed for navigational use with Washington’s
State Highway map, the Birding Trail Map was produced in full color, with illustrations by artist
Ed Newbold of birds common to the area. The map is printed on resilient paper, making it
durable enough to take in the field in any weather.

Volunteers and staff wrote articles for various local newspapers to communicate with the public
and keep the project in public view. Each article offered pre-ordering for the map, which
resulted in over 400 pre-orders. Also, a database of all pre-order sources generated an immediate
post-print mailing to over 1,200 individuals. Committee members found that 70 percent of
eastern Washington visitors come from Puget Sound; they contacted the Seattle Times, which
then featured the Birding Trail as the cover story for its weekly travel magazine and instituted a
biweekly special column called Birding Hot Spots. National Audubon Society communications
staff reviewed all the birding trail maps in the USA and selected this map as the most attractive.
The map has generated new local interest in birding as more Moses Lake residents are going to
the city parks listed on the map.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources: $55,100
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $72,500
Funds contributed from other sources: $12,065
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Total cost of project: $139,665

During this project, we learned:

We needed one or two local volunteers or staff, knowledgeable in this subject, to lead our effort.
A strong supporting group of volunteers, partner organizations and entities that have expertise in
the subject was critical for the project’s success.
On a foldout map, you have limited space, and a lot of time and effort may be required for
editing and rewriting text to make it fit properly.
Allow time to make sure your completed product is of the highest quality and usefulness.

If we were to do it again, we would:

Allow extra time in the proofing stage to make sure everything is ready to print.
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)

Supporting Images for this Project

Birding Site #2 – Volunteers performing site review at Royal Lake Overlook.

Birding Site #42 – Brook Lake

Near Birding Site #48 – Winter birders watching Bald Eagles.

Supporting Links for this Project
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http://wa.audubon.org/birds_GreatWABirdingTrail_CouleeCorridor.html
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