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Black Lake Interchange Roadside Restoration

Synopsis

The project involved an ecological restoration of the landscape at the Black Lake Interchange on
SR 101 in partnership with the Washington State Department of Transportation.

State(s): Washington
Byway(s): SR 101
Category: Transportation Agency Cooperation
Project Type: Corridor Management
Year Initiated: 2002
Year Completed: 2002

Person Submitting Project

Bob Barnes
SR 101
5720 Capitol Blvd. SE
Tumwater, Washington 98501
Phone: 360-357-2733
E-mail: barnesr@wsdot.wa.gov

Byway Leader

None listed
Washington

State Or Indian Tribe Coordinator

Paula Reeves
310 Maple Park Ave SE
Olympia, Washington 98504
Phone: 309-705-7258
E-mail: Reevesp@wsdot.wa.gov

Project Description

The project involved an ecological restoration of the landscape at the Black Lake Interchange on
SR 101, designated as a State Scenic and Recreational Highway, and part of the US 101 Coastal
Corridor. Funding for roadside restoration had not been available at the time of Interchange
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reconstruction. The disturbed slopes were seeded with erosion-control grass, and were soon
invaded by undesirable plant species. Community groups, local governing bodies and the public
favored roadside plantings to improve visual quality, reduce long-term maintenance, control
erosion and enhance water quality of a nearby creek. Soil amendments of compost and bark
mulch were brought in to provide erosion control, improve water quality and to prepare the
existing soil for a sustainable community of native and naturalized plants. In the spring and fall
of 2002, community volunteers, including students, civic groups and businesses, planted over
34,000 plants in two separate planting events. Upon establishment, the landscaping has resulted
in an attractive landscaped entrance to the adjacent communities, reduced maintenance costs,
reduced pesticide use, decreased erosion and improved water quality.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

Press releases, meetings with civic groups and governing bodies, and a public open house were
held to explain the improvements and obtain comments concerning the project. Press releases
and announcements through local radio and television explained the project and solicited
volunteers for the planting events. Local businesses contributed plants, refreshments and work
materials to make the events fun and successful.

The City of Olympia, National Resource Conservation Service, US Forest Service, WSU Native
Plant Salvage Project, The Evergreen State College, South Puget Sound Community College,
River Ridge High School, North Thurston High School, McLane Forest Committee and Briggs
Nursery participated in financial contributions and contributions of planting materials,
refreshments and equipment.

Partnerships

Black Lake Interchange Roadside Restoration was a funding partnership project between
WSDOT and Thurston Regional Planning Council.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

Goals 4 and 6 of the Washington Coastal Corridor Master Plan specify policies that will protect
the environment and conserve and enhance scenic and recreational resources in the corridor. The
objectives specify enhanced or restored natural vegetation, and “strategies to manage right-
of-way vegetation so that traveler safety is achieved along with aesthetic preservation and
enhancement.”

The soil amendments provide erosion control and improve water quality, while the native and
naturalized plant community enhance visual quality, reduce long-term maintenance, increase
erosion control and improve water quality to a nearby creek within a greenbelt.

The Master Plan also recommends fitting new highway construction into the landscape. The
mixture of native and naturalized plant species help to blend the transition of the urban
developed environment with the surrounding native plant community as it progresses along the
corridor.

Describe Project's Innovation
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This project exhibits innovation in three ways:

The first is the method of application of soil enhancing products: Rich compost is layered in a
three-inch blanket over the entire planting area, without incorporation into the soil. The compost
blanket provides erosion control and storm-water filtration while the plants become established.
Nutrients naturally infiltrate and incorporate into the soil matrix without artificial incorporation.
A three-inch blanket of bark mulch is then layered over the compost blanket. The bark mulch
blanket inhibits weed growth, and helps to retain moisture, requiring reduced irrigation
requirements. This method has proven to be cost effective and results in rapid, healthy plant
growth and coverage with a minimum of maintenance. And, with maintenance equipment on the
road less frequently, there are fewer traffic-control events required and reduced issues involving
traffic safety and mobility.

This project also exhibits innovation with the development of a large hands-on partnership
opportunity between the local community, city, county, State, and Federal participants. It
provides local ownership and interest in one of the gateways to the Olympia community and the
SR 101 Coastal Corridor.

In addition, this project showcases the value of salvaging and utilizing native plants on a
large-scale public project.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources: $235,000
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $7,500
Funds contributed from other sources: $7,500
Total cost of project: $250,000

During this project, we learned:

To work closely with resource agencies and maintenance people
Weed control prior to plant installation is necessary; continue for second- and third-year plant
establishment; use compost
Ask people from the community to plant “their plants”; they will take ownership
Keep volunteers happy with refreshments

If we were to do it again, we would:

Provide a site-specific safety plan
Plant in the month of November
Use more native plants
Create a budget with more money in plant establishment

Supporting Images for this Project
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October 2001 event. That’s a lot of plants to put in the ground.

July 2006 A healthy, attractive plant community.

March 2002 event – It’s snowing!
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