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Highway 16

Synopsis

This two-part interpretation project implemented four interpretive signs for gateway
communities and ten “Byway Experience Site” signs and outdoor brochure boxes for other
byway communities.

State(s): Minnesota
Byway(s): Minnesota Highway 16 Historic Bluff Country Scenic Byway
Category: Interpretation
Project Type: Signage
Year Initiated: 2007
Year Completed: 2007

Person Submitting Project

Holly Zuck, President
Southeast Minnesota Historic Bluff Country
P.O. Box 609
Harmony, Minnesota 55939
Phone: 507-886-2230
E-mail: HBC@means.net

Byway Leader

Brad Bergy
Southeast Minnesota Historic Bluff Country, Inc.
P.O. Box 609
Harmony, Minnesota 55939
Phone: 507-886-2230 or 1-800-428-2030
E-mail: HBC@means.net

State Or Indian Tribe Coordinator

Mark Anderson
Minnesota
Phone: 651-366-3606
E-mail: mark.r.anderson@dot.mn.us
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Project Description

Four of our communities along the Historic Bluff Country National Scenic Byway Minnesota
Highway 16 are termed Gateway Communities. The first part of our project was to implement
the production of weather-hardy interpretive signs for these communities. We successfully
produced the four Gateway signs, made by Pannier Company, complete with frames and posts.
These signs describe the Gateway community, have a scenic byway map, contact information
and “Beyond the Byway” sights to see. The second part of the project was to complete the ten
Byway Experience Site signs. These were a somewhat smaller version of the Gateway signs
with information that explains why a visitor should experience this site and provides a scenic
byway map, contact information and “Beyond the Byway” sites. This two-part project was
successfully completed along with the addition of outdoor brochure boxes, which were
presented to the communities, giving visitors access to information at all times.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

Community involvement included input on the content and photographs used on the sign and
final approval on the sign before production. The Gateway sign outside our office is used daily
by visitors for information on the area. The outdoor brochure boxes provide maps and brochures
at any time of the day for our visitors.

Partnerships

Working in partnership with Explore Minnesota Tourism, the Archeological Conservancy and
communities along the byway, we were able to have accurate information on the signs,
appropriate photographs and promotion of beyond-the-byway attractions.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

One of the goals of our byway’s corridor management plan is to help the visitor understand why
this area is important. These signs tell a part of that story and encourage the visitor to use the
contact information for more details. In using the contact information, we can then promote the
whole byway in all of its diversity.

Describe Project's Innovation

There were no signs or information at many of the experience sites. Many people that live in this
area were unaware of some of the information that we made available. The byway signs that we
designed are specifically created to enhance the visitor’s enjoyment of the Historic Bluff
Country area. We included a map complete with a “you are here” star. Visually, we show how
the byway parallels the Interstate system. In text, we give the visitor the information regarding
the region along with the surrounding points of interest. The signs are made of pressed fiberglass
and will last many years.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources:
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $13,974.45
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Funds contributed from other sources: $2,727.29
Total cost of project: $16,701.74

During this project, we learned:

Always contact the community for its input.
Always have more than one person proofing.
Add a small part in text regarding the complete region.
Be more involved with the actual set up of the sign.

If we were to do it again, we would:

(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)

Supporting Images for this Project

Gateway Sign at Harmony

Preston Information Center with Experience Sign on side

Outdoor brochure rack at Preston Information Center
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