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Synopsis

The Ohio Historic National Road Design Handbook provides the tools, resources and design
guidance useful for promoting the byway’s history, protecting its character, developing byway-
adjacent property or making roadway improvements.
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Project Description

The Ohio Historic National Road Design Handbook was initiated to provide the tools, resources
and design guidance that could be applied to a variety of circumstances and settings along the
Road. The goal was to preserve, protect and enhance the intrinsic qualities of the National Road
that led to its designation as an All-American Road in the National Scenic Byways Program.

The Ohio Historic National Road Design Handbook is an outgrowth of coordinated planning
efforts for the Road in Ohio that began in the mid 1990s, including a comprehensive inventory
of historic and archaeological resources along the route (1996-1998), which culminated in the
development of a Corridor Management Plan in 2001.

The Handbook is written as a user-friendly aide and resource for regional planners, local
government decision makers, community activists, property owners and developers, among
others, with an interest in the National Road/US 40. Whether the interest lies in promoting the
byway’s history, protecting its character, developing private property along the byway or making
roadway improvements, the Handbook provides information that can help guide decision-
making. Begun in the fall of 2004, the Handbook was completed in March 2006.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

Outreach to National Road stakeholders and the public was important to developing a Design
Handbook responsive to local needs. Using several communication mechanisms, including an
interactive website, public meetings and an electronic questionnaire, we obtained a high level of
public participation and collaboration that helped to ensure the Handbook addressed the needs of
stakeholders along a byway for which there is little or no land-use planning, zoning, or
architectural-design review and few opportunities for obtaining professional information and
technical assistance. Beginning in late 2004, a jurisdictional database (State, county, municipal,
township) was created for distributing an electronic questionnaire that identified plans for the
Road, critical design issues and potential case histories. Then a post card was sent to 500
individuals across Ohio, introducing the Handbook and directing them to a project website for
more information. The website helped the project team gather input and respond to questions
posted by the public. In the spring of 2005, a series of three public workshops held in the
Byway’s eastern, central and western parts obtained further input on local design issues and
concerns. Attendees heard a project presentation and provided comments. Other opportunities
for community involvement were created through the development of case histories that
showcased success stories along the National Road in Ohio.

Partnerships

The Handbook project had many partners. Guiding the overall effort was an oversight
committee consisting of members of the Ohio National Road Association (ONRA). Formed in
2000 as a nonprofit membership organization to oversee implementation of the Corridor
Management Plan, ONRA’s mission is to preserve, promote and enhance the Historic National
Road for present and future generations. Other major partners included the Ohio Department of
Transportation and Ohio Historic Preservation Office, which provided budgetary and grant
administration oversight, and the Turner Foundation and the Clark County-Springfield
Transportation Coordinating Committee, which provided matching funds for the National
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Scenic Byways Grant. Local partners included Convention and Visitors Bureaus and local
historical societies along the Road, who assisted in organizing, publicizing and hosting the
public meetings.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

The Handbook advances several goals outlined in the Corridor Management Plan (CMP) for the
Ohio Historic National Road. Specifically these include:

Encourage authenticity along the National Road
Involve communities along the Road in the support and implementation of the CMP
Promote preservation of the National Roads resources
Enhance the character of surrounding development

The Handbook does so by making available, for the first time, a road-wide publication that is
relevant, user-friendly and replicable. We know that if the byway is to be protected and
enhanced, it will be up to local stakeholders to achieve these goals. The Handbook provides
them with the necessary tools to be successful.

The Handbook was also identified as one of the specific set of strategies in the CMP, designed to
guide the development, marketing, interpretation and preservation of the byway and was further
highlighted as part of the Action Plan, under “Strategies for Managing Scenic And Natural
Resources.”

Describe Project's Innovation

Previous planning activities along the Ohio National Road, including the comprehensive
inventory and the development of the CMP, illustrated both the uniqueness and commonality of
National Road communities and the design challenges and opportunities facing these
communities. Compounding the ability to encourage resource protection across the byway is the
tremendous variation in local planning initiatives, zoning and land use. Some communities have
local preservation ordinances and architectural design review while others lack even basic
zoning. This was the challenge and ultimately the innovation of the Handbook. It is among the
first, if not the first National Scenic Byways publication, to address design issues and land-use
planning in a comprehensive byway-wide fashion, providing tools, resources and design
guidance that can be applied to a variety of circumstances and settings. The Handbook’s
components and development methodology are replicable, not only to communities along the
Ohio National Road but also to segments of the Byway in other States and other byways. All
government entities and planning agencies along the Road received Handbook hard copies. To
further enhance its exposure, the Ohio Historical Society website has a link to the document and
it is also available as a CD.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources:
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $85,760
Funds contributed from other sources: $21,440
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Total cost of project: $107,200

During this project, we learned:

The value of public input. In the first public meetings, participants suggested including others’
success stories in the handbook, which led to the extremely helpful case histories.
The value of a steering committee. This process worked well and the group was responsive and
accessible.
The value of an electronic questionnaire. It proved to be a great way to get detailed information
about the state of the Road.
There is a tremendous and passionate interest in the National Road.

If we were to do it again, we would:

We would change little. The process and schedule worked very well, including the steering
committee’s involvement at various stages.
We would put more money in the budget for printing the handbook.
Include in the budget follow-up seminars on using the handbook.
Make use of the Ohio National Road Association website. It didn’t exist at the project’s outset;
the consultants created their own, which was only moderately successful for communicating
with the public.

Supporting Images for this Project

Preble County Roadscape

Official Ohio National Road Sign
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Belmont County Courthouse
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