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Synopsis

An Interpretive Master Plan proposed methods to tell the story of the Illinois Lincoln Highway
in a cohesive and comprehensive manner; several items have been successfully implemented.
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This project covers the management of implementing several components of the Interpretive
Master Plan that was completed and submitted to Illinois Lincoln Highway Coalition by
Schmeeckle Reserve Interpreters in July 2004. The purpose of this plan was to propose methods
to tell the story of the Illinois Lincoln Highway in a cohesive and comprehensive manner and
connect travelers to its rich history. Within that Master Plan were ideas for interpretive resources
in the 31 communities along the byway, as well as stories of origins, significant people and
historical events.

Since the implementation of this Master Plan, Illinois Lincoln Highway Coalition (ILHC) has
completed several of the recommendations to further highlight the 179-mile scenic byway that
spans northern Illinois, beginning at Lynwood (east) and ending at Fulton (west). These projects
include developing the website (May 2003), opening the Dixon Welcome Center (December
2004), refurbishing the Aurora Auto Camp in Phillips Park, Aurora (2005), building traveling
exhibits (one completed in June 2006 and currently housed in Dixon; another to be completed in
August 2006), banners (April 2006), a visitor guide (second edition completed May 2006), rack
cards (2005), interpretive mural at Creston (one unveiled May 2006; three others to be
completed in 2006 in Aurora, Rochelle and DeKalb), and interpretive gazebos (15 in process at
time of original information submission in 2006).

Community involvement and Public Outreach

The implementation of the Interpretive Plan has served as a catalyst for community
involvement, economic development, education, conservation and preservation along the
corridor. It has done this by providing quality experiences for tourists that extend the visits’
length of time, encouraging visitors to stay in byway communities, thereby increasing tourism
revenues. The communities provide ILHC with ideas for resources and media for audiences with
specific interests related to the byway; identify and document tangible resources that connect the
byway travelers to the stories pertaining to each community; and help to develop themes and
provide parameters and guidelines for future projects.

Partnerships

In 2006, ILHC operates in partnership with a diverse board, the 31 communities along the
highway, as well as with their convention and visitor bureaus, Mainstreet organizations,
economic development corporations, chambers of commerce and individual attractions and
businesses. ILHC is also partnered with the Illinois Bureau of Tourism and the Northern Illinois
Tourism Development Office. The mission of ILHC is to preserve, develop, interpret and
promote the stories, sites, resources and businesses of the Illinois Lincoln Highway, providing
unique visitor experiences, increasing the number of visitors and visitor expenditures to these
tourism businesses and sites, providing maximum benefit to the residents of the corridor.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

ILHC has advanced the goals of the byway’s corridor management plan by providing and
coordinating the resources needed for the preservation, development, interpretation and
promotion of the Lincoln Highway story in Illinois. The interpretation of these projects is
achieved by allowing the visitors to experience the history and stories that are a part of the
byway. They can read about the highway and plan their trip via the website or visitor guide and,
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once on the highway, become a part of the history by viewing the murals, stop at the Dixon
Welcome Center to see the traveling exhibit, and travel from community to community to
explore the interpretive gazebos (upon completion). The purpose of these projects is to
encourage travelers to experience what the byway has to offer, providing opportunities to shop,
dine, stay overnight and enjoy each of the 31 communities that line Illinois Lincoln Highway.
ILHC has enhanced the satisfaction of the visitors who come to experience the byway in Illinois
and improved the economy, business climate and quality of life for Illinois residents.
Implementing the Master Plan has allowed the integration of each project into community
development efforts by facilitating an awareness of the significance of the Lincoln Highway and
the opportunity it presents for residents.

Describe Project's Innovation

Because visitors seek meaningful experiences, ILHC has implemented these projects to heighten
the awareness of the Lincoln Highway. Travelers are able to find connections to the highway
that are important to their own lives and are encouraged to plan their adventures by linking
related sites and activities along the byway. They are able to do this with the use of the visitor
guide, website, banners, rack cards, traveling exhibits and interpretive murals.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources: $133,400
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $533,600
Funds contributed from other sources:
Total cost of project: $667,000

During this project, we learned:

Providing the murals, traveling exhibits, and gazebos to the traveler, ILHC is able to turn the
byway into a visitor experience.
The implementation of the projects allows the highway to “have a face” where “every mile is a
story.”
You never fully know your history and what you have to offer until you visually see it through
the eyes of an outsider.
Success is achieved through the power of partnerships.

If we were to do it again, we would:

Allow more time for research and materials gathering.
Improve our communication with all of the communities and businesses along the byway,
therefore obtaining more listings in the visitor guide and on the website.
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)

Supporting Images for this Project
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Aurora Camp Shelter (refurbished)

Traveling Exhibit

Illinois Lincoln Highway Coalition Rack Card
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