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The National Scenic Byway Foundation (NSBF) completed a very successful year with 
three Byway Leader Training workshops in three parts of the US.  These Byway Leader 
Training (BLT) sessions functioned as 2-day, 12-20 hour workshops during the pre-
conference portion of three byway conferences.  The presenters were seasoned and 
experienced NSBF board members and byway leaders.  Our first workshop in April 
2018 in Kearney, Nebraska was linked to the Heartland Byway/Great Plains conference. 
The second was held in June in Schenectady, NY prior to the Storytelling Summit 
hosted by the Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway. The third BLT workshop preceded the 
Midwest Byway Conference in Richmond, IN in August.  
 
Forty byway leaders completed the program.  We have a number of these leaders now 
serving on various NSBF Committees to make our programming and outreach better 
than ever. They provide new talents, new ideas and help us with our educational goals.  
NSBF will be more effective with them to help NSBF network and reach our byway 
leaders along the nation’s 1,000 plus state byways. We plan to offer a Byway Leader 
Training in 2019.  If you have interest to host a training, please contact us at 
www.nsbfoundation.com or Chris Sieverdes at csieverdes@gmail.com. 
  
Speaking of success, we also had a most fruitful and informative Midwest Byway 
Conference, hosted by the Ohio and Indiana Byways in Richmond, IN on August 22-24, 
2018.  We had 82 participants from 15 states represented at the 3-day conference. The 
speakers were exceptional. Sheila Scarborough of Tourism Currents fame provided 
stirring Kick-off and Closing keynote addresses. Mark Falzone Executive Director of 
Scenic America led Listening Sessions and a panel about restarting the FHWA National 
Scenic Byway program with NSBF and Scenic America working together. Eight of the 
NSBF Board member led other panels. In the middle of the conference we engaged in a 
dramatic mobile workshop with interpreters to the Land of Cross-Tipped Churches 
Scenic Byway in Ohio. We visited a catholic shrine and church steeples sticking up as 
the highest points in the flat agricultural landscape.  
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