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Kooskia Crossing Kiosk

Synopsis

The Kooskia Crossing Kiosk multi-phase project welcomes travelers to Kooskia’s historic
downtown; it has served as the prototype for subsequent displays along the All-American Road
and helped unite the community.

State(s): Idaho
Byway(s): Northwest Passage Scenic Byway
Category: Visitor Experience
Project Type: Outdoor Kiosk
Year Initiated: 1993
Year Completed: 2005

Person Submitting Project

Roberta Joy Lee
Northwest Passage Scenic Byway
P.O. Box 431
Kooskia , Idaho 83539
Phone: 208-926-4223
E-mail: rjlee@cybrquest.com

Byway Leader

Scott Eckberg
Northwest Passage Scenic Byway
Nez Perce NHP 39063 US Hwy 95
Spalding, Idaho 83540
Phone: 208-843-7051
E-mail: scott_eckberg@nsp.gov

State Or Indian Tribe Coordinator

Garry Young
Idaho Byways State Coordinator
Idaho
Phone: 208-334-8214
E-mail: Garry.Young@itd.idaho.gov
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Project Description

The intersection of US Highway 12 and Idaho Highway 13 is both a portal of the Northwest
Passage Scenic Byway and a major access point into the community of Kooskia. Owned by the
State of Idaho, the land was neglected and unkempt prior to this multi-phase project. In 1993 the
Kooskia Revitalization Committee worked with cooperators to form a plan, obtain grants, and,
in 1995, carry out a landscape project that culminated in sidewalks, paved parking, benches, tree
and shrubbery plantings, a custom community entrance sign, and a handsome kiosk with
interpretive exhibits and brochure rack providing heritage and traveler information. The final
project phase was completed in 2005 with the installation of a Chinook salmon sculpture, which
was developed through the State’s Communities Creating Connections initiative and helps to
reinforce byway themes associated with traditional Nez Perce culture and the local economy.

This project directly enhances and informs the experience of visitors traveling the Northwest
Passage Scenic Byway. The Kooskia Crossing is a safe, attractive stop at a key byway junction
of US Highway 12 and Idaho Highway 13, providing visitors a restful break and an opportunity
to learn more about the intrinsic qualities that make this All-American Road unique. In addition
to interpretive exhibits, the kiosk also orients travelers to the adjoining community across the
Clearwater River. Kooskia’s historic downtown provides traveler services, while conveying to
visitors the rare feel of a community that has managed to retain the traditional character of
small-town Idaho.

Community involvement and Public Outreach

This project was an exercise in civic organization and pride, involving public and private
sectors, nonprofit organizations and individuals of all ages and abilities. Key supporters were the
City of Kooskia, County of Idaho, Idaho Transportation Department and Kidder-Harris Highway
District. These entities were essential in preliminary planning and permitting—and then
provided the expertise, equipment and skills to do the work. More than 30 citizens, from
children to seniors, contributed manual labor; the entrance sign was completed as an Eagle
Scout project. From start to finish, and in its subsequent post-completion maintenance, the
project engendered and sustains a broad degree of community involvement.

Partnerships

In addition to those cited above, the Kooskia Revitalization Committee partnered with Federal
agencies (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service/Kooskia Fish Hatchery; National Park Service/Nez Perce
National Historical Park; U.S. Forest Service/Clearwater National Forest), State agencies
(Departments of Lands, and of Fish & Game) and nonprofits (Kooskia Lions Club; Kooskia
Chamber of Commerce; Idaho Community Foundation; and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation).
Local businesses and private citizens also furnished support through cash and in-kind donations,
and volunteer labor.

Advancing The Goals Of The Byway's Corridor Management

Now maintained by volunteers, the Kooskia Crossing Kiosk project has truly helped unite the
community. Moreover, it served as the prototype for subsequent kiosk displays along the
All-American Road as recommended in the Northwest Passage Scenic Byway Corridor
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Management Plan. It is an asset in welcoming travelers into Kooskia’s historic downtown
district. This outcome is specifically identified under Appendix 4, Table 16, of the CMP.

Describe Project's Innovation

This project provided practical experience in the skills necessary to conduct similar endeavors
elsewhere along the All-American Road. These skills were in the close communication with
local, State, and Federal governments; development of preliminary designs of structures,
landscapes and features; garnering grants; and winning citizen support not only for attaining the
improvements, but also in ensuring their long-term maintenance. The Kooskia Revitalization
Committee is an example of the byway segment teams identified in the 2006 CMP for
promoting and sustaining similar improvements in other byway communities. The Kooskia
Crossing project likewise serves as a prototype for a design family of kiosks outlined in the
newly completed 2006 Northwest Passage Scenic Byway Wayfinding System Plan.

Primary Funding Sources

Funds contributed from local or State sources: $18,750
Funds contributed from Federal sources: $11,717
Funds contributed from other sources: $14,383
Total cost of project: $44,850

During this project, we learned:

The importance of going through all the channels necessary to propose, communicate, obtain
support, and accomplish a project on State land.
The planning process for a project of this caliber is more crucial than its subsequent
implementation, because that’s when you develop the mutual communication, trust, and
collaboration necessary to complete the task.
People of all ages, backgrounds and organizations can come together to accomplish a project,
and can work well toward achieving a common goal.
(No answer available.)

If we were to do it again, we would:

We would not have changed a thing. This was a fantastic project, providing a wonderful
gateway to our community and to the scenic byway.
We would not have changed a thing. The project continues to be maintained by project partners
and community volunteers, from local fifth grade classes to adults in the community’s garden
club.
(No answer available.)
(No answer available.)

Supporting Images for this Project
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Kooskia Crossing Kiosk Entrance

Kooskia Crossing Kiosk Landscape

Kooskia Crossing Welcome Sign and Landscaping
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