
The landscapes adjacent to the roadway are some of
the most prominent and visible features of any byway,
especially to visitors traveling by car. Scenic views and
open spaces endow Byway communities with substantial
benefits, such as higher pro p e rty values, better quality of
life and increased tourism revenue. 

However, the same scenic qualities that benefit the
Byway’s unique beauty may also attract development
that impacts the Byway’s visual character, especially as
new visitors travel the corridor and encourage others 
to do the same. Byways that run through primarily 
privately owned land or communities with weak land-use
regulations are especially vulnerable to losing import a n t
scenic vistas. Rapid changes in private land ownership
can easily result in changes that affect the Byway’s
visual integrity.

Byways need to anticipate future land-use changes and
identify key vistas and viewsheds to ensure that they
are properly preserved and managed. The suggestions
below outline just a few of the many approaches your

Byway may take to preserve views, vistas and open
spaces. Start by contacting your local or state planning
agencies, as well as the staff of local land trusts and other
c o n s e rvation groups. These agencies and org a n i z a t i o n s
can give you extra guidance and ideas for strategies that
may apply to your Byway. 

SCENIC CONSERVATION ISSUE #8
V I E W S ,V I S TAS & OPEN SPAC E S

A Byway visitor experiences the open road through the heart of South
Dakota on the Native American National Scenic Byway. © South Dakota
D e p a rtment of To u r i s m / P h o t o g r a p h y.

This view of the Historic National Road National Scenic Byway in Pennsylvania remains as it was during the 1800s when the National Road was constru c t e d .
Travelers along many sections of the corridor will enjoy scenery such as this. © National Road Heritage Park. Supplied by www. b y w a y s . o rg .
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SUGGESTED STRATEGIES FOR
PROTECTING VIEWS,VISTAS AND 
OPEN SPACES

S T R AT E G Y: E D U CAT I O N

The first step in protecting views, vistas and open
spaces is educating citizens about the importance 
of these areas to the Byway. Many landowners are
simply unaware of the options and incentives available
for enhancing their land without compromising its 
contribution to the Byway’s visual quality or their 
individual property rights. Identify a handful of scenic
p ro p e rties and work with a local re p o rter and the pro p e rt y
owners to do a feature story on various ways the landscapes
could be preserved and enhanced. Solicit quotes from 
a large number of Byway residents and visitors to add
impact to your statements about why the particular
landscapes should be preserved. 

Other education strategies include:

• Working with local design professionals to create
“before” and “after” visual simulations of what the
Byway corridor may look like if critical scenic areas
are lost. Present your visualizations at Byway and
town meetings to encourage stakeholders to preserve
scenic areas.

• Creating and distributing educational materials on
conservation easements, land donation programs, 
ridgeline pre s e rvation and other viewshed opportunities. 

• Hosting a meeting for landowners and other stakeholders
along the Byway to inform them about opportunities
to use conservation, scenic or agricultural easements
to preserve the visual quality of their land and realize
substantial tax benefits.

• Working with landowners to post interpretive signs 
or plaques near significant landscapes to raise public
awareness of the lands. Show both lands that are
protected and those that are not.

S T R AT E G Y: VOLUNTARY MEASURES

Significant opportunities exist for Byway groups to
encourage landowners to voluntarily preserve the visual
quality of their lands. Several voluntary programs,
including conservation easements, non-binding
landowner agreements and donation programs, offer ways
to pre s e rve significant landscapes while simultaneously
benefiting landowners. 

Common voluntary measures include:

• Developing a joint program with local land trusts to
encourage the donation/purchase and maintenance
of conservation easements.

• Organizing volunteers to help landowners maintain
their properties.

• Working with local landscaping companies or county
or university extension services to provide free or
reduced-fee services for landowners along the Byway.

• Pursuing land exchanges between public agencies 
and private property owners. States, counties and 
municipalities often own significant amounts of land 
that can be exchanged with private pro p e rty owners in
o rder to pre s e rve the visual quality of key parcels while
encouraging development in more appropriate areas. 

S T R AT E G Y: INCORPORATION INTO

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

If the lands in question are publicly owned, you may be
able to work with the agency overseeing the property
to incorporate more compatible management practices
for those parcels easily viewed from the Byway. Most
public land management plans address scenic resource
management. Let local agency staff members know that
your committee is interested in working with them as
they update their land management plans. Encourage
pa rtnership opportunities by inviting their staff members
to participate in your planning initiative. If there is joint
c o n c u rrence on goals and objectives, it will be easier to
have these integrated into agency plans. 

S T R AT E G Y: INCENTIVES

Incentives can provide significant motivation for 
preserving scenic vistas and viewsheds by allowing
landowners to realize a fair re t u rn for their land while
also preserving the scenic quality of their property.
Incentives, such as tax breaks for pro p e rty kept in an
undeveloped state and transfer of development rights
p rograms, pre s e rve landowners’ rights while pro m o t i n g
scenic quality. Transfer of development rights (TDR) is
an increasingly popular incentive for local govern m e n t s .
TDR programs can pre s e rve areas with special assets by
t r a n s f e rring the development rights of sensitive lands to
other pro p e rties earmarked for growth. Most TDR pro g r a m s
o ffer additional incentives such as increased density, faster
p e rmit processing, less stringent design re v i e w, or tax bre a k s
to encourage participation in the program. 
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Other incentives include:

• Working with local and county planners to encourage
cluster development by offering density bonuses and/or
reduced taxes to developers.

• Establishing a program to reduce pro p e rty tax burd e n s

on pro p e rty owners who agree to leave landscapes
undisturbed for a specified number of years.

• Hosting an annual aw a rds dinner to recognize pro p e rt y
owners that have done an exceptional job at pre s e rv i n g
their lands. 

S T R AT E G Y: ACQUISITION/PURCHASE

Although purchasing parcels of land or easements is
among the most expensive options, outright purchase
permanently preserves the visual quality of scenic vistas
and viewsheds. As part of your scenic conservation
plan, your Byway group may wish to acquire specific
high-quality lands and/or conservation easements.
Explore state, local and national land preservation 
programs and sources of funding. At the state level,
bond funds may be viable tools for land acquisition and
viewshed protection. In western states with trust lands
(granted to the state by the federal government at the
time of statehood specifically to support the state’s
public schools), some states may set aside acreage for
conservation purposes. Some common land acquisition
strategies include:

• Conservation Easement - A conservation easement is
a voluntary agreement that allows a landowner to limit
c e rtain activities on his or her pro p e rty while re t a i n i n g
private ownership of the land. The restrictions a
landowner places in a conservation easement are
t a i l o red to suit the pro p e rty owner’s particular situation.
A landowner can donate or sell a conservation easement
on his or her pro p e rty to retain its natural, scenic, historic
or open space characteristics and to protect against 
i n a d v e rtent or intentional destruction of those feature s .
The landowner donates or sells the conservation 
easement to a local government or nonprofit, such as 
a land trust or conserv a n c y, a transaction that often 
confers tax benefits. The conservation agency, as the
holder of the easement, is then responsible for enforc i n g
the terms of the easement in perpetuity. 

• Agricultural Easement - Agricultural easement 
p rograms pay farmers to maintain their property as 
farmland. Landowners sell agricultural conservation
easements to a government agency or private 
c o n s e rvation organization. The agency or organization
usually pays them the difference between the value of
the land for agriculture and the value of the land for
its “highest and best use,” which is generally re s i d e n t i a l
or commercial development. This is an especially
effective easement for Byways in rural areas that are
under development pre s s u re, because it allows the are a
to remain rural and productive while simultaneously
p reventing the loss of open space.
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Agricultural programs pay farmers to maintain their property as farmland. Here, residential development is taking place on a former farm. 
Photo courtesy of Deborah Myerson.
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• Conservation Lease - A conservation lease offers
similar protections to a conservation easement; 
h o w e v e r, an easement is permanent and a conserv a t i o n
lease specifies a certain timeframe. This may be 
especially useful when the landowner does not desire
a permanent easement. Recreational organizations
often use conservation leases to gain access to a pro p e rt y
for fishing or other activities. This application offers the
p ro p e rty owner some cash while reducing the likelihood
that the pro p e rt y ’s visual quality will be compro m i s e d .

• Bargain Sale - In a bargain sale, the landowner sells
the land at a below-market rate to a land trust (or
similar land organization), thereby receiving up-front
cash and a charitable gift tax deduction for the 
difference between the market value of the property
and the bargain sale price. 

• Land Exchanges - Where there is a key view, a land
exchange may be a possible solution. This technique is
commonly used in the western United States. Lands are
exchanged in order to protect key parcels and encourage
development in more appropriate places. Land
exchanges may be less feasible when there are only 
private land options. However, if the key conserv a t i o n
a rea is adjacent to public lands, explore the possibility of
p a rtnering with the managing agency to exchange lands
to protect the critical area. Federal land management
agencies, state trust and conservation lands, counties
and municipalities can partner in land exchanges. 

S T R AT E G Y: REGULATORY MEASURES

R e g u l a t o ry measures offer the greatest certainty in pro t e c t i n g
the Byway’s visual quality. In all cases, re g u l a t o ry measure s
must have buy-in from the greater Byway community.
Regulations should be designed to enhance the visual
quality and character of the Byway by helping new
development and land-use patterns blend with the
Byway. Common regulatory measures include:

• Cluster Development - Cluster development 
concentrates construction in a specific part of the
lot, reserving the rest of the lot as open space. A
“density bonus” allows the developer to build more
units per acre than would ordinarily be permitted 
in exchange for permanent open space protection 
for the undeveloped portion of the site. Cluster
development is an excellent tool for preserving land

while accommodating development rights, although
it does require planning expertise to review and 
fully understand the site design.

• Transfer of Development Rights - Transfer of 
development rights (TDR) programs preserve the
visual quality of land by allowing transfer of the
development rights on a parcel of land to another
p a rcel. TDR programs are similar to cluster development,
except that they transfer development to another
separately owned lot. A TDR program is a sophisticated
planning technique that works best in areas where
development pressures are strong.

• O ve r l ay District - Overlay districts enable planners to
tailor regulations to particular issues that are re l e v a n t
to a specific area, such as a Byway corridor, historic
district or natural landscape. The overlay district
establishes consistent standards for development or
design to manage scenic and historic assets, safety,
access, environmental and land-use planning. An
overlay district can exist within one municipality,
may extend across municipalities or be applied 
countywide by participating municipalities.

• Greenbelts - Greenbelts are open tracts of land that
create a scenic buffer between developed areas and
the surrounding countryside. Most greenbelt ord i n a n c e s
allow only agricultural activities on designated lands,
often reducing land speculation and development
pressure in fast-growing areas.

• Viewshed Ordinances - Viewshed ordinances subject
new development proposals to design review. The
ordinance may include controls for building design,
height, setback, or location to ensure that development
does not negatively impact scenic re s o u rces or obstru c t
scenic views.

• Hillside or Ridgeline Ordinances - These ordinances
establish development standards for hillsides and
ridgelines to preserve the visual quality of the natural
and topographic character of these areas. Most hillside
or ridgeline ordinances prohibit construction above a
c e rtain height.
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ISSUE #8 CASE STUDIES:
M A N AGING V I E W S ,V I S TA S
AND OPEN SPACES 

TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
(TDR) PROGRAM PRESERVES THE
COUNTRYSIDE  
King County (Washington)

King County revised a three-year Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) pilot program, which had been initiated
in 1998, to permanent status in 2001. The purpose of
the voluntary program is to transfer residential density
f rom rural forests and farms into the urban area, including
Seattle and the 38 other cities in King County.
Transfers into cities may only occur if both jurisdictions
agree to accept residential density from King County.

In exchange for the right to sell their development
rights, rural landowners must agree to accept a perm a n e n t
c o n s e rvation easement on their pro p e rty restricting or
eliminating future residential development potential
forever. Landowners receive financial compensation
without developing or selling their land and the public
receives permanent preservation of the land.

“BANKING” DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

King County also operates a TDR Bank that has
acquired a total of 144 development rights from 725

acres of highly threatened forestlands. In 2000,
Sugarloaf Mountain (285 acres) was donated to King
County after its development rights were acquired by
the TDR Bank. In 2002, the TDR Bank also acquired
development rights from the 440-acre Ames Lake
Forest. The forest will be retained in private ownership
for forestry purposes under a conservation easement
held in perpetuity by King County.

The TDR program also facilitated a large private 
transaction in 2000 that saved the 313-acre McCorm i c k
Forest in the heart of the Mountains to Sound
Greenway, east of Seattle. A private developer paid 
the landowner $2.75 million and $1 million to the 
City of Issaquah for transportation improvements. In
exchange, the developer received approval from the
City of Issaquah to add 500,000 sq. ft. of commercial
space above the 1996 cap of 2.9 million sq. ft. within 
a large master planned development inside the City.
M c C o rmick Forest has an estimated value of $4 million.
As a result of this TDR transaction and a donation fro m
the landowner, King County saved $3.75 million in
acquisition costs for the McCormick Forest. It will be
used for forestry and appropriate recreation.

CASE STUDY: MANAGING VIEWS,VISTAS 

AND OPEN SPACES

Development on local landmarks, such as the unusual hills shown here, can take place unless there is a viewshed or ridgeline protection ordinance that
includes controls for building design, height, setback or location to ensure that development does not impact scenic views. Photos courtesy of Meg Maguire .

King County operates 
a Transfer of
Development Rights
(TDR) Bank that has
acquired a total of 
144 development rights
from 725 acres of 
critical forestlands.

CONSERVING OUR TREASURED PLACESPART III: Scenic Conservation Issues and Strategies – Issue #8:View Protection

102



VOLUNTARY MEASURES ON THE TRAIL
TO SUCCESS
Santa Fe Trail (New Mexico)

“The rumble of freight wagons, the shout of the 
bullwhacker, the snap of the whip, the bellow of oxen,
the quiet conversations in Spanish and English. These
are the trail sounds that evoke the pioneer spirit. After
all these years, the Santa Fe Trail still stirs emotions,”
writes Mike Pitel, New Mexico Department of To u r i s m .

The Santa Fe Trail was the first of America’s great
Trans-Mississippi routes. The Trail, including the
Mountain and Cimarron routes, crossed over 1,200
miles from Franklin, Missouri to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. The route played a critical role in the westward
expansion of the United States. 

F reight wagons no longer cross the prairies, but the legacy
of the Santa Fe Trail endures as buildings, historic sites,
landmarks and original wagon-wheel ruts. The land has
kept a careful re c o rd of the tracks and trails that cro s s e d
the American West. Santa Fe Trail ruts can still be seen
over one hundred and twenty-five years later.

CERTIFIED PROTECTION

Protection of resources, such as trail ruts, depends on
voluntary agreements with local property owners.
Today private individuals and organizations own much
of the Santa Fe Trail. Trail advocates, in cooperation
with the National Park Service, work with local

landowners to “certify” properties along the Trail.
Certified sites become part of the National Historic
Trail and are marked with an official Trail sign. 

A cooperative agreement is drawn-up between the
National Park Service and the property owner. The
certification agreement is not a legal document, but
rather a good-faith expression of mutual expectations
and interests. The agreement is completely voluntary,
and can be terminated by either party at any time. 
In this partnership, landowners agree to manage the
site so as to protect its resources, and to provide for
“appropriate” (often limited) public use. For example,
ranchers agree not to plow over, or build on top of,
Trail ruts. In exchange, the landowners receive technical
assistance in areas such as historic preservation, 
archaeological protection, architecture, engineering,
landscape architecture, planning, maintenance, trail
building and interpretation. 

SAVING FARMS FOR THE FUTURE
Corrales Farmland Protection Program (New Mexico)

San Ysidro, the patron
saint for farmers, is also
the patron saint for
C o rrales, a quaint working
village that has been the
site of irrigated agriculture
for over 1,300 years.
Today, ancient acequias
(irrigation ditches) still
guide water from the Rio
Grande to local fields,
gardens and animals.

The seven-mile Corrales Scenic Byway is a rural oasis
located in the midst of the rapid urban development
occurring on the northern edge of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. Entering the byway, just past the new
C o t t o n w o od Mall, the environment takes on a decidedly
d i ff e rent character, with abundant vegetation, historic
a rc h i t e c t u re, tourist spots, pastures and orc h a rd s .

CASE STUDY: MANAGING VIEWS,VISTAS 

AND OPEN SPACES

CASE STUDY: MANAGING VIEWS,VISTAS 

AND OPEN SPACES

Worn by years of heavy use, the prairie near Fort Union, New Mexico
still bears telltale signs of the constant traffic that followed the Santa Fe
Trail. © Mark Nohl. Used with permission. Supplied by
www.byways.org.
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Travelers are re q u i red to slow down—both literally and 
f i g u r a t i v e l y. The speed zone drops to 30 miles per hour and
drivers often roll down their windows to take in the fre s h
air and the breathtaking views of the Sandia Mountains. 

PRESERVING AN AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE

Corrales is a rich agricultural community and local 
residents are working hard to keep it that way. In 1995,
the road was designated a New Mexico Scenic Byway
under leadership of the Corrales Scenic Byway Corr i d o r
A d v i s o ry Committee. The byway committee fosters
cooperation among community groups, private landowners,
g o v e rnmental agencies and nonprofit organizations on
issues of pre s e rvation and economic development.

In 2000, the Village established the Corrales Farm l a n d
P re s e rvation Program (CFPP) in accordance with the
Village Comprehensive Plan, which calls for the Vi l l a g e
to “encourage the pre s e rvation of agricultural land uses”
and to “develop incentives to pre s e rve agricultural land.”

The program is administered by the Village Planning
and Zoning Administrator (PZA) and by the Corr a l e s
F a rmland Pre s e rvation Committee (CFPC), a committee
of nine volunteer citizens who are appointed by the Village 
g o v e rning bod y.

Planning and Zoning Administrator Claudia Smith
explained, “The Corrales Farmland Preservation
Committee has done a good job in educating the 
community about the value of conservation easements to
p re s e rve Corrales farmland. The program is completely
voluntary. Many Corrales landowners are interested 
in finding ways to protect their land from undesired
development while retaining private ownership. It’s
a way that they can contribute to the rural quality 
of life in Corrales and get paid for it.”

The PZA and CFPC provide valuable services to 
help establish easements, such as:

• Distributing information on conservation easements,
land trusts and programs that fund the purchase of 
c o n s e rvation easements. The PZA and CFPC members
meet with interested property owners to answer 
questions and provide appropriate assistance.

• Receiving and reviewing applications for the
Corrales Farmland Preservation Program. The CFPC
reviews the applications, visits and evaluates applicant
p ro p e rties according to established criteria, and votes
properties into the program.

• Accepting properties and preparing them for 
conservation easements. CFPC provides legal 
services and appraisal services, and, if appropriate,
surveying and platting assistance.

• Assisting in negotiations with a land trust. 
The committee works in partnership with the 
Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust program. 

• Preparing a proposal for Sale of Conservation
Easement to the property owner. A proposal includes
a funding proposal, which identifies public and 
private funding sources. All proposals are contingent
on funding availability.

• Preparing grant applications that can help fund the
purchase of conservation easements. Although they
cannot promise or guarantee the success of any 
application, they have been successful in tapping
into a variety of funding sources. For example, in
2001 they received a $23,000 National Scenic
Byways Grant (Federal Highway Administration).

• P rocessing successful grant applications and closing 
the sale of the conserv a t i o n easement with the 
property owner.

SEEKING GRANTS AND FUNDING

The farmland committee actively seeks grants and funding
t h rough private and public foundations and additional 
private donations. They have part n e red with the Trust for
Public Land, a nonprofit organization that works with
communities to pre s e rve open spaces and farm l a n d
( h t t p : / / w w w. t p l . o rg). The Trust has been assessing the 
feasibility of public funding for the Vi l l a g e .

In September 2003, the Village was the recipient of a Farm
and Ranch Lands Protection Program grant for $1,154,055
f rom the Natural Resources Conservation Service (U.S.

CONSERVING OUR TREASURED PLACESPART III: Scenic Conservation Issues and Strategies – Issue #8:View Protection

Tucked into the Rio Grande Valley between Albuquerque and Rio Rancho,
the Corrales Scenic Byway offers a re f reshingly rural antidote to the 
s u rrounding fast-paced urban environment. Photo courtesy of Nancy
B runswick, USDA Forest Serv i c e.

104



Department of Agriculture). The program provides 
matching funds to state, tribal and local governments and
n o n - g o v e rnmental organizations to purchase perm a n e n t
c o n s e rvation easements aimed at protecting working 
agricultural land from conversion to non-agricultural uses.

Easements can be donated as well as purchased. The
Village has a two-acre donated easement that is held 
by the Taos Land Trust. The CFPC works with property
owners to combine tax incentives with purchases. There

a re pro p e rty taxes and inheritance taxes that can be
abated with donations or partial donations of easements.

C o rrales is a community that is not taking its surro u n d i n g s
for granted. Residents are making deliberate choices
and taking strategic actions that will shape their 
community’s future. By saving the farmlands, they are
also saving their community’s history, culture, scenery,
traditions and character.
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How does the sale of a conservation easement
work? The Corrales Farmland Preservation
Committee offers this example.

A property owner has fi ve acres of orchard and pasture
in Corrales.The land is irrigated from the old acequia.
The property owner applies to the Corrales Farmland
Preservation Program (CFPP) and is accepted.The
property owner drafts a “Deed of Conservation
Easement” with the assistance of a CFPP attorney.
The deed spells out the terms and restrictions of the
easement.The property owner decides how much
p r o p e rty to put under the easement, t h e r e by protecting
the appropriate farmland yet retaining building lots for heirs .

The property owner selects a land trust with which to
work, and submits the draft easement for the trust’s
r e v i e w.The Corrales Farmland Preservation Committee
(CFPC) hires an appraiser to appraise the existing value
of the propert y, and also the value of the property with
the proposed conservation easement restrictions.The
difference between these two appraisals is the value 
of the easement.

The CFPC drafts a proposal for the purchase of the
c o n s e rvation easement, including the proposed funding
sources, and submits the proposal to the property
owner. If the property owner agrees to the proposal,
the CFPC will draft and submit grant applications to
the funding sources on behalf of the property owner.
When and if funds are available, the sale of the 
conservation easement can take place.

BEFORE:

5 acres valued at $100,000/acre
= $500,000 total value of property

Note: If the property owner wished to sell the land for
development, this is the value the appraiser estimates 
the owner could receive for the land.

VALUE OF THE PROPERTY WITH 
EASEMENT RESTRICTIONS:

5 acres valued at $20,000/acre
= $100,000 total value of property with restrictions

NOTE: If the property owner wished to sell the land as
farmland, this is the value the appraiser estimates the
owner could receive for the farmland.

VALUE OF THE CONSERVATION EASEMENT:

$400,000

Note:This is the amount of the proposed sale of the
easement.The property owner has not lost any asset
v a l u e.The owner began with a property asset of
$500,000 and ended with a property asset of $100,000
plus $400,000 in cash.The sale of the conservation
easement has, in effect, provided the property owner
with access to some of the value tied up in the land
without having to lose ow n e rship of the land, or without
taking a mortgage on the property and incurring interest
fees and the risk of the land as collateral. (Sale of any
asset may subject the owner to a capital gains tax.
Owners should consult a tax advisor.)

FUNDING THE SALE OF THE 
CONSERVATION EASEMENT:

Sale of easement $400,000
Legal fees $2,000
Appraisal $1,200
Surveying $1,000
Stewardship fees $40,000
Total costs $444,200

SELLING A CONSERVATION EASEMENT



ISSUE #8 R E S O U R C E S

Aesthetics, Community Character, and the Law.

(1999). Christopher Duerksen and R. Matthew Goebel.
American Planning Association and Scenic America. A
c o m p rehensive guide to legal mechanisms communities
can employ to enhance their natural beauty and 
distinctive character. $34.00. Available from Scenic
America at (202) 638-0550 or www.scenic.org.

Conservation Design for Subdivisions: A Practical

Guide for Creating Open Space Networks. (1996).
Randall Arendt. Island Press. The author proposes a
step-by-step approach to conserving natural areas by
rearranging density on each development parcel as it is
being planned so that only half (or less) of the buildable
land is turned into house lots and streets. Homes are
built in a less land-consumptive manner that allows the
balance of property to be permanently protected and
added to an interconnected network of green spaces and
g reen corridors. The volume includes model zoning and
subdivision ordinance provisions that can help citizens
and local officials implement these innovative design
ideas. Available from Island Press at (800) 828-1302 
or www.islandpress.org.

The Conservation Easement Handbook: Managing Land

Conservation and Historic Preservation Easement

Programs. (1996). Janet Diehl and Thomas Barrett.
Land Trust Alliance. Covers the legal aspects of 
conservation easements. Provides an analysis of 
tax laws, negotiation strategies, enforcement and 
amendments. $35.00. Available from the Land 
Trust Alliance at (202) 638-4725 or www.lta.org. 
(A revised edition planned for 2004.)

Conservation Options: A Landowner’s Guide. Land

Trust Alliance. For anyone who knows little or nothing
about the tools and tax benefits of land conservation,
this attractive booklet explains it all to both landowners
and new staffers. No other publication offers so much
i n f o rmation about how to conserve open spaces, including
dollar-and-cents examples of the tax benefits of open
space protection. $7.50 from the Land Trust Alliance
at (202) 638-4725 or www.lta.org.

Establishing an Easement Program to Protect Historic,

Sce n i c, and Natural Resourc e s . National Trust for Historic
P re s e rv a t i o n . Practical advice on legal and administrative
issues for organizations that want to set up an easement
program. $6.00. Available from Preservation Books at
(202) 588-6296 or www.nthp.org.

Land Use Planning, Environmental Protection, and

Growth Management. (1997). Robert A. Catlin. 
CRC Press. Uses examples from Florida to analyze 
the history and impact of comprehensive planning.
$58.95. Available from APA at (312) 786-6344 or
www.planning.org.

G rowing Gre e n e r: Putting Conservation into Local P l a n s

and Ord i n a n c e s . (1999). Randall Arendt. Island Pre s s ,
A PA, Natural Lands Trust, and ASLA. Communities learn
how to “green up” their comprehensive plans, zoning
and subdivision ordinances to set new standards for
creative development design. $42.50. Available from
APA at (312) 786-6344 or www.planning.org.

National Directory of Conservation Land Trusts.

(1998). Land Trust Alliance. A comprehensive list 
of over 1,200 national, state, and local land trusts.
Provides information on the focus of individual trusts,
budgets, land holdings, and more. $9.95. Available
from the Land Trust Alliance at (202) 638-4725 or
www.lta.org.

Preserving Endangered Rural Character [Case Study of
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