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One of only 57 All-American Roads in the USA! 
Affectionately known as Louisiana's Outback, the Creole 
Nature Trail All-American Road winds through miles of 
bayous marshland and shores along the Gulf of Mexico. From 
a vehicle, the prairies and marshes appear peaceful and 
tranquil but don't be fooled. These lands and waters are 
teeming with life—including 28 species of mammals, more 
than 400 species of birds, millions of monarch butterflies,   

 
 
 
 
35 species of amphibians and reptiles, Louisiana oysters, and 132 
species of fish! 
The Creole Nature Trail at the confluence of two major 
flyways, the Central and Mississippi. The trail is also home to 
a people whose lives—and livelihoods—are linked closely to 
this place, part land, part water. 

 
 
 
 

Traveling the Creole Nature Trail 
Please be aware that public restrooms are limited in this 
natural area. The free tour app (see be low) will point out 
some locations along the way. 
It's a good idea to have sunscreen for those who burn, as 
well as bug spray for walking trails & beaches. These can be 
purchased in advance or as you are heading out.  

Make sure your phone or other device is fully charged (or charging 
during the journey) as you will want to take lots of photos and videos.  
 
Most importantly, assign 
each person in the vehicle to 
a window. On the Creole 
Nature Trail, everyone is a 
lookout! 

 
A FREE Creole Nature Trail tour app is available in 
English, French, Spanish, German, Mandarin Chinese, 
and Japanese. Just search "creole" in your app store! 
Download the app, then once you are heading to the 
Creole Nature Trail open the app and make sure 
location is enabled. The app uses your location (no 
data) to autoplay audio/video as you are traveling the trail. 



Here is a recommended itinerary to explore the Creole Nature Trail as well as experience 
the culture, food & attractions of Lake Charles/Southwest Louisiana. 

 
Day One 
 Arrive Lake Charles 
 Stop at the Lake Charles Visitor Center to get brochures and 

download the free "Lake Charles Historic Tour" app 
 Explore the Historic Charpentier District - 19th century 

Victorian architecture distinctively designed by carpenters. 
 Paddle boarding or kayaking tour with Lake Area Adventures. 
 Dinner: Luna Bar & Grill or Pujo St. Café in downtown Lake 

Chares 
 Stay: Local bed & breakfast or one of 70+ hotel properties in 

Southwest Louisiana (budget to 4-star) 
 

Day Two 
 Creole Nature Trail All-American Road - One of only 

designated 57 All-American Roads in the USA, the Creole 
Nature Trail is a journey into untamed natural marshlands 
with tons of wild and birdlife. Download the free "Creole 
Nature Trail" app before you depart your hotel. 

 Creole Nature Trail Adventure Point – Get familiar with the 
trail and the area culture at this free immersive attraction. 

 Brown's Food Center – Anything you need for your trip from 
crabbing string, bait, and nets to hot foods (including boudin!) 
to drinks, bug spray & sunscreen. 

 Blue Crab Recreation Area – stop here, or one of the three 
other recreation areas along route, to try catching your own 
blue crabs or do some fishing. 

 Wetland Walkway – 1.5-mile handicap accessible walking 
path right into the heart of the marsh. 

 Holly Beach – Accessible natural Gulf of Mexico beach perfect 
for shelling, surf fishing or a blanket picnic. 

 Optional: Peveto Woods Bird & Butterfly Sanctuary - 
Neotropical bird and butterfly sanctuary with walking trails 
right on the Gulf of Mexico. 

 Ferry (vehicle) – Be sure to watch for flocks of pelicans as well 
as porpoise as you cross. 

 Cameron – A couple of small restaurants & convenience 
stores available. 

 Creole – Need lunch or more snacks? Stop at Canik's. 
 Pintail Wildlife Drive - Notice the alligators hanging out in the 

canals or sunning on the banks. Have your camera and birding 
guide ready. 

 Crying Eagle Brewing - Taproom-exclusive brews along with 
plenty of comfortable indoor and outdoor seating and tons of 
games. Enjoy a hand-rolled artisan pizza or gourmet sandwich 
with your brews. 

 Stay: Local bed & breakfast or one of 70+ hotel properties in 
Southwest Louisiana (budget to 4-star) 

 
 
 
 
 

Day Three 
 1911 Arts & Humanities Center: Rotating displays of regional 

art & world-class traveling group exhibitions. 
 Southwest Louisiana Boudin Trail – A south Louisiana 

delicacy, each boudin master has their own spin passed 
down thru the generations. Smoked boudin is Southwest 
Louisiana's specialty, but there are dozens of varieties locally.  

 Flock of Five Gift & Art Emporium - One-of-a-kind local art, 
jewelry, soaps, food stuff and gifts. 

 Lunch: Hollier's Cajun Kitchen 
 DeQuincy: DeQuincy Railroad Museum- climb aboard a 1913 

steam locomotive & view railroad relics. 
 DeRidder: The Gothic Jail was home to a double execution in 

1928 and is reputed to be haunted. 
 Dinner: Choose from 16 dining options between our side-by-

side casino resorts, Golden Nugget Lake Charles and 
L'Auberge Lake Charles 

 Stay: Local bed & breakfast or one of 70+ hotel properties in 
Southwest Louisiana (budget to 4-star) 
 

Day Four 
 Distillery tour and tasting at Louisiana Spirits, home of 

Bayou® Rum. Signature "sugarhouse" recipe is copper pot-
distilled and bottled by hand. 

 Gator Chateau – Orphaned baby alligators are hand fed and 
don't bite so you can hold them and take your picture! 

 Lunch: Unless You Use at Least 10 Napkins, You're Doing it 
Wrong at Darrell's Po-Boys! Everything but the meat is made 
in-house daily. 

 W. H. Tupper General Merchandise Museum - An authentic 
country store capsule of early 20th century life. 

 Zigler Art Museum - Celebrates the development of visual art 
in Louisiana from early folk paintings and native crafts to 
contemporary paintings & sculptures. 

 Dinner: Regatta LA Seafood & Steakhouse - On beautiful Lake 
Arthur. 

 Stay: L'Banca Albergo (The Bank Hotel) - boutique hotel, with 
8 luxury suites, wine vault and scenic balconies.
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