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Happy Holidays on the Great River Road

It’s the holiday season and Great River Road communities take their
traditions to the Mississippi River. Perhaps the most visually unique
is Louisiana’s Cajun bonfires to welcome Papa Noel. Set high atop
the levees between Highways 18 and 44, this tradition dates back
centuries and always draws crowds. Upstream, Natchez, Mississippi
hosts tours of historic homes whose halls have been decked with
holly and the trimmings Not to be outdone, Clinton, lowa hosts the

Mississippi River. Th|s is a sampling of river-based holiday
celebrations along the Great River Road. Regardless of your part of
the Road, a sincere wish for a joyous season in your community.

*This article is courtesy of the Mississippi River Parkway
Commission. Read more about the Great River Road at
mrpcmembers.com/december-2021-newsletter

NSBF 2022 Byway Organization Awards

The National Scenic Byway Foundation wants to share the good news about your Byway's success
stories. We offer national recognition for 8 byway organization award winners who have completed
projects or programs since 2020. Our National Award applications can be made online via a Google
form. The deadline for online applications is February 18,2022. Award winners will be recognized by
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The award criteria and application process guidelines are posted at nsbfoundation.com

NSBF Byway Organization Awards - 2022

1. Byway Enhancement Award - Community-based improvement on the byway such as
innovative signage, wayshowing, improved access to byway resources or sites such as hiking,
biking, picnic areas, parks, water, etc.

2. Communications Award - Raising the visibility of the byway to the public using technology:
social media, website, apps, blogs, photography, video, newsletters, innovative news features.

3. Hospitality Award - Training program for volunteers and front-line personnel, provide training
and byway orientation efforts to raise awareness of the byway story and the visitor experience.

4. Interpretation Award - Creative, innovative or educational projects, publications, panels or
kiosks with emphasis on telling your byway story.

5. Leveraging Resources Award - Innovative fundraising, in-kind or other revenue or resource-
generating activity.

6. Partnership Award - Projects that engaged multiple public-private partners and stakeholders.
7. Viewshed Improvement Award - Conservation and protection of scenic views, beautification
efforts, select-cutting of foliage and trees to regain lost views. Provided plantings or walls to

shield junkyards, utility substations, and/or distracting views.

8. Visitor Experience Award - Experiential or authentic activities or events, re-enactments,
created new attractions or destinations for visitors to have a comprehensive experience about
the byway and its story.

Byway Digital Mapping for Wayfinding Success

Time
Jan 20,2022 04:00 PM in Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Description

For most travelers, the days are long gone of needing to arrange and fold a paper map to show a
yellow-highlighted driving route, or look for those little dots that indicate a scenic road. Now it's digital
maps on phones, constantly-updated data on traffic backups to avoid, and Googling "lunch near me"
to find a midday place to eat. Your byway website and maps need to support the modern traveler, but
how? (Hint: a PDF map is not it, especially on a phone.)

Join Wanda Maloney and Tourism Currents for a deep dive into digital wayfinding, research in traveler
mapping preferences, and how you can give those road trippers what they're looking for along your
scenic byway.

Awebinar recording and handouts will be available for all registrants. Sign up has started for NSBF
members (free) and non-members ($35) on our website at nsbfoundation.com/training-events-

advocacy/webinars/

About the presenters

Wanda Maloney is the owner of Corridor Solutions and has worked with scenic byways for over 20 years
https://mailchi.mp/nsbfoundation/bywaynews-107117817?e=3eda1788ff 2/8
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byways. Since founding Corridor Solutions in 2005, her
clients have included byway organizations, state byway
programs, local governments, and nonprofits. Wanda
served on the board of directors of the National Scenic
Byway Foundation from 2013 to 2019.

Tourism Currents has been the NSBF's preferred online
training partner since 2015. Led by Leslie McLellan and

Sheila Scarborough, they specialize in social media and
digital destination marketing training for tourism,

hospitality, and economic development.
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Trace Your Way from Natchez to Nashville
By Adam Hlasny

Simplicity. In an era of constant distractions from
pandemics, smartphones, and holiday
preparations, sometimes it’s best to breathe
deeply, images of rolling countryside lulling you
into relaxation. Let these images become reality as
you take a drive in precious solitude. The Natchez
Trace, running 400+ miles from a historical town in
Southwest Mississippi all the way to the Music
Capital of the World, hits the mark with aplomb. 50
miles per hour, 5,000 sightseeing possibilities. Zero

regrets.

Before this tristate gem was a byway, it began as a travel corridor between the traditional homelands of

the Chickasaw, Choctaw, and Natchez tribes. Its popularity grew in the late 18t and early 19t
centuries, with Thomas Jefferson declaring it a postal road of national importance in 1801. Over the
decades its uses have ranged from commercial lifeline to a conduit for weekend getaways. The Trace
has been painstakingly preserved, allowing the traveler a rare glimpse into yesteryear, and
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strolling the classic, tree-lined Main Street in Natchez, a town whose humble population of 15,000
belies its historical gravitas. Discover remarkable colonnaded dwellings and ponder the importance of
this port town, sitting pretty on the mighty Mississip.

Speaking of sips, swig a tall glass of sweet tea as you sample classic southern comfort food. A stop in

Clinton or Ridgeland will reward you with copious downhome dining options. Savor a platter of catfish

https://mailchi.mp/nsbfoundation/bywaynews-10711781?e=3eda1788ff
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You’ve been movin’, now it’s time for some groovin’. The City of Tupelo is synonymous with Elvis -
whether you’re a fan or not, seeing the King’s birthplace and related sights is something you won’t soon
forget. The dulcet melodies continue as you cross the Alabama border, arriving in Muscle Shoals. This
small town’s brawny name appropriately describes how it has punched above its weight in music
history. FAME Studios have hosted legendary recording artists from Aretha Franklin and Little Richard

to Michael McDonald and Gregg Allman. Visiting this unique part of the Music Triangle will never fail to
get your toes tapping.
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Before journey’s end in Nashville, reset by spending some time in nature. Recreational choices are
endless, and will appeal to everyone from the casual bird watcher to the mountain biker to the rugged
outdoorsman. A multitude of trails allows you to appreciate the landscape in all its finery, no matter

the season. Tennessee’s Jackson Falls cascades effortlessly, inviting you to cherish its timeless, stony
splendor.
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Even if you don’t feel like getting out of the car, nature remains nearby. From forests to farmland, by
now you’ll realize that this is not just another byway, it’s truly a Southern US treasure. Driving the Trace
will surely clear your mind and inspire gratitude for the land’s simplicity. It doesn’t know the stress of
deadlines, family emergencies, or health scares. It just is. Perhaps for a few precious moments, you can

follow its lead. See. Feel. Listen. Be.

Byway Leader Learning Opportunities - Save the Dates:

January 20, 2022 - NSBF Webinar, Byway Digital Mapping for Wayfinding Success
March 30-31, 2022 - NSBF Byway Leader Training, St. Augustine, Florida

May 3-5, 2022 - Heartland Byway Conference, Leavenworth, Kansas

May 18-19, 2022 - NSBF Byway Leader Training, Woodstock, New Hampshire

September 22-24, 2022 - Preserving the Historic Road International, Portland, Oregon

Shop at Amazon Smile and choose National Scenic
Byway Foundation as your charity
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receive a donation from Amazon for your purchase. Go to smile.amazon.com today and choose your
charity.

Join NSBF and help us show that Byways matter!
The Byway Community can be stronger with your support and input. Your membership is a
quantifiable measure of the broad support across America for the vision and mission of the National

Scenic Byway Foundation as the The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads.

By becoming a member or a sponsor of NSBF you are supporting the collective "Byway Community"
by:

e Advocating for on-going federal funding support for the National Scenic Byway Program
e Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders
e Providing education, webinars and training to the Byway Community

To Join: Click on www.nsbfoundation.com, go to the 'Become A Member' page, select your

preferred membership category and either pay online by PayPal or send a check to the

National Scenic Byway Foundation Office with your completed Membership Form, PO Box

212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.

Contact sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com to inquire about sponsor or donor opportunities.

(Sharon

Sharon Strouse

National Scenic Byway Foundation
Executive Director

. sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com
National 3302313468

SE[NIE PO Box 212, Millersburg, Ohio 44654-0212
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Copyright © 2021, National Scenic Byway Foundation, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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