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NSBF 2022 Byway Organization Awards

Just announced - the 8 Byway Organization Award categories for 2022

The National Scenic Byway Foundation wants to sing your Byway's praises. We offer national
recognition for byway organization award winners who have completed projects or programs since
2020. Award application acceptance online will begin in 2022 with the deadline for online applications
February 18,2022. Award winners will be recognized by their byway peers at the Heartland Byway
Conference May 3-5, 2022. Read about the award criteria and application process at
nsbfoundation.com.

NSBF Byway Organization Awards - 2022

1. Byway Enhancement Award - Community-based improvement on the byway such as
innovative signage, wayshowing, improved access to byway resources or sites such as hiking,
biking, picnic areas, parks, water, etc.

2. Communications Award - Raising the visibility of the byway to the public using technology:
social media, website, apps, blogs, photography, video, newsletters, innovative news features.

3. Hospitality Award - Training program for volunteers and front-line personnel, provide training
and byway orientation efforts to raise awareness of the byway story and the visitor experience.

4. Interpretation Award - Creative, innovative or educational projects, publications, panels or
kiosks with emphasis on telling your byway story.

5. Leveraging Resources Award - Innovative fundraising, in-kind or other revenue or resource-
generating activity.

6. Partnership Award - Projects that engaged multiple public-private partners and stakeholders.
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shield junkyards, utility substations, and/or distracting views.

8. Visitor Experience Award - Experiential or authentic activities or events, re-enactments,
created new attractions or destinations for visitors to have a comprehensive experience about
the byway and its story.

Congratulations to Kelli Hepler

The Colorado Tourism Office Board Chairman’s Award is awarded to extraordinary individuals’

commitment to tourism in Colorado. This year’s award was presented to Kelli Hepler. Of Delta County,
Hepler received the prestigious Award from the Colorado Tourism Office Board of Directors during Gov
Con 2021 November 3-5 in Pueblo, Colorado.

"Kelli has been a tremendous force in putting our part of
Colorado on the destination map of tourists and explorers," said
Rep. Matt Soper. "As a member of the Colorado Tourism Board of
Directors, it was a proud moment to be able to congratulate Kelli
and be part of the award presentation."

Kelli Hepler is a true agritourism legend in the Colorado tourism
industry, serving as a board member, and current president, of
the Colorado Agritourism Association which she helped to
establish back in 2014. She helped develop an award-winning
Agritourism program in Delta County over 15 years ago and
continues to work with local Agritourism providers. She has

received numerous awards and recognitions throughout her 20-
year career.

"We congratulate and acclaim Kelli's recognition and her successes, especially with Byways and in the
AgriTourism Industry," states Sharon Strouse of the National Scenic Byway Foundation. We are so
proud to have her as a member of our NSBF Board of Directors and wish her continued success.

A September Sojourn Along the Splendid Seward
Highway

By Adam Hlasny

Alaska is a place whose name alone evokes unbound splendor. A place where the rugged scale of
nature is apt to humble any human fortunate enough to be its guest.

Nothing can prepare the visitor for a journey down the Kenai Peninsula on the Seward Highway. | was
fortunate enough to visit Alaska for the first time in September: never had my own concerns, worries,
my very person - seemed so insignificant. This grand, otherworldly landscape tested the limits of my
comprehension constantly. I've seen countless places of magnificence in my life, but somehow this
topped them all.
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surrounded by a fantasy. Jagged
peaks, some snow-dusted like
craggy pastries, rise sharply,
5,000+ feet from water's edge.
This primeval tableau goes on for
the duration of the drive from
Anchorage to Seward - well over
an hour.

To top it all off is the celestial
drama of the lighting. One second
an apex is shrouded in cloud, the

next it pierces the blue beyond.
The peaks’ bases are a lush green
before fading to brown and then
glowing white. Ordinarily | try to
temper my bluster and awe, but
this is, unequivocally, the most
heart-stoppingly brilliant drive
I've ever done.

Of course, there are activities
along the way, such as the Alaska =
Wildlife Conservation Center
(AWCC). This expansive haven for
animals and animal-lovers both is
situated dramatically at the
southeast tip of Turnagain Arm, at
the gateway to the Peninsula.

The AWCC visitor becomes one
with moose, caribou, and other
Alaskan wildlife, their
"enclosures" some of the most
generous you’ll ever see. The
highlight though, for me, is the
bears. In a zoo you often see

bears, 100 yards from the viewing
area and/or asleep in a ball. Here, gl
they are both active and mere feet
from where you stand. Larger

than life, just like the entire state.

Proceeding south, one arrives in the blink-and-you-miss-it town of Moose Pass. The Trail Lake Lodge’s
small restaurant serves up a salmon chowder that’s among my best meals in recent memory. A float
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The ultimate prize of this
wonderful road trip is the lovely
seaside town of Seward. What
makes it more than just another
tourist haven is its stop-in-your-
tracks magnificent setting: a
stunning harbor surrounded by
the apexes of children's paintings
- pointy, snow-covered, and oh so
dramatic.

Asunny day in Seward is pure
enchantment - the stuff of
daydreams. The crag-ensconced

bay ripples gently, cloaked in reflections of sultan-esque gold. An occasional kittiwake or bald eagle
cleaves the brilliantly crisp air. These precipices have protected the harbor since time immemorial.
From here, one can visit Kenai Fjords National Park by boat or plane, or simply stroll about, absorbing
the Alaskan coastal vibe.

The Seward Highway is an experience unlike any in the Lower 48. | challenge anyone to drive it - or any
byway in Alaska, for that matter - and return home without a greater appreciation for nature and our
tiny but important place in it.

Thankful for Byways and their Organizations
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an "Adopt a Highway - courtesy of..." | think of the hard work involved in cleaning up litter along the
roadside. The roadside sign template featured here is from Minnesota. Check out the program in your

state as you set your byway goals for 2022. S

ﬂ Mii-l PT A
[ i

Could Byways across the country make a difference? Sure

we could! Keeping our scenic roads clean and beautiful " ry <
Tour Groups
Home Hers

Highway' signs along byways in years ahead. We are also | R |

shows byway pride. | hope to continue to see more 'Adopt a

thankful to Toyota Motor North America for offering micro-
grants across 25 states to beautify and conserve byway
corridors and viewsheds. Read more about the Love Our

Byways program on our website.

Speaking of making a difference, I'd like to close this message of thanks commending the hundreds of
volunteers and their partners who received national byway designation from FHWA in February 2021
joining the America's Byways collection.

National Scenic
Byway Foundation

On November 4, the Whitewater Canal Scenic Byway Association finally celebrated their new status as a

National Scenic Byway receiving recognition from several representatives of the National Scenic Byway

Foundation. Along with celebrating their National Scenic Byway designation, the WCSB Association

hosted the Indiana State Byway Conference November 4 and 5 in Metamora Indiana. In October, the

Nebraska Byways held their annual byway meeting with the byway leaders from the first two National

Scenic Byways in Nebraska rejoicing their national designations. "This has been a really tough 18
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TravelByways.com to read about each of the All-American Roads and National Scenic Byways that are a

part of the America's Byway Collection.
- Sharon Strouse, NSBF Executive Director

Visit TravelByways.com - Amazing America's Byways

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) announced 49 new designations to the America's Byways®
collection this year, including 15 All-American Roads (AAR) and 34 National Scenic Byways (NSB) in 28
states. There are now 184 nationally designated Byways in the America's Byways® collection.

"Through their many unique qualities, each of these new additions to the National Scenic Byways
program helps America’s roads tell our national story," said FHWA Executive Director Tom Everett.
"These special routes offer travelers exciting new opportunities to explore the nation, from coast to
coast or close to home."

The National Scenic Byway Foundation congratulates each of these byways and their byway leaders for

their tenacity in seeking and securing this national byway program designation.

Visit TravelByways.com to read their byway stories at https://www.travelbyways.com. These are the
2021 AAR and NSB designations:

State Name Designation

Great River Road National Scenic
Arkansas
Byway

. . California Historic Route 66 Needles
California ) NSB
to Barstow Scenic Byway

Colorado Scenic Highway of Legends NSB
Silver Thread Colorado Scenic and

Colorado o NSB
Historic Byway

Delaware Delaware Bayshore Byway NSB
. A1lA Scenic and Historic Coastal
Florida AAR
Byway
Florida River of Lakes Heritage Corridor NSB
Florida Scenic Highway 30A NSB
Great River Road National Scenic
lowa AAR
Byway
lowa Lincoln Highway Heritage Byway =~ NSB
o Great River Road National Scenic
Illinois AAR
Byway
Indiana Whitewater Canal Scenic Byway NSB
Kentucky Great River Road National Scenic ~ AAR
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NOD
Scenic Byway
Great River Road National Scenic

AAR
Byway
Boom or Bust Byway NSB
Bayou Teche Scenic Byway NSB
The Battle Road Scenic Byway AAR
Mohawk Trail Scenic Byway NSB
Old King’s Highway (Route 6A) NSB
Chesapeake Country AAR
Katahdin Woods and Waters Scenic NSB
Byway
St. John Valley Cultural Byway/Fish NSB
River Scenic Byway
Bold Coast Scenic Byway NSB
Great River Road National Scenic

AAR
Byway
Historic Route 66 Missouri AAR
Newfound Gap Road Byway AAR

Sandhills Journey Scenic Byway NSB

Lincoln Highway Scenic and Historic NSB
Byway

Western Highlands Scenic Byway ~ NSB

Bayshore Heritage Byway NSB
Palisades Scenic Byway NSB
Pine Barrens Byway NSB
Trail of the Ancients Scenic Byway - NSB
New Mexico

Palisades Scenic Byway NSB
Hocking Hills Scenic Byway NSB

Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway =~ NSB

Revolutionary Heritage Byway NSB
Newfound Gap Road Byway AAR
Great River Road National Scenic

Byway

Sequatchie Valley Scenic Byway NSB

Cumberland Historic Byway NSB
Norris Freeway NSB
Zion Scenic Byway NSB
Cascade Loop NSB
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Wisconsin Door County Coastal Byway NSB

. ) Wisconsin Lake Superior Scenic
Wisconsin NSB
Byway

Flaming Gorge - Green River Basin

Wyoming . AAR
Scenic Byway

Visit TravelByways.com for byway stories, points of interest and contact information at

https://www.travelbyways.com

Additional information about the America's Byways® collection can be found online
at https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/.

Byway Leader Learning Opportunities - Save the Dates:

January 20, 2022 - NSBF Webinar, Byway Digital Mapping for Wayfinding Success

March 30-31, 2022 - NSBF Byway Leader Training, St. Augustine, Florida

May 3-5, 2022 - Heartland Byway Conference, Leavenworth, Kansas

May 18-19, 2022 - NSBF Byway Leader Training, Woodstock, New Hampshire

September 22-24, 2022 - Preserving the Historic Road International, Portland, Oregon

Shop at Amazon Smile and choose National Scenic
Byway Foundation as your charity

The National Scenic Byway Foundation benefits from your purchases on Amazon Smile. Never heard

of it? You can shop on Amazon Smile -- just like on Amazon, but you identify a charity of your choice to

receive a donation from Amazon for your purchase. Go to smile.amazon.com today and choose your
charity.

Join NSBF and help us show that Byways matter!
The Byway Community can be stronger with your support and input. Your membership is a
quantifiable measure of the broad support across America for the vision and mission of the National

Scenic Byway Foundation as the The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads.
By becoming a member or a sponsor of NSBF you are supporting the collective "Byway Community"
by:

e Advocating for on-going federal funding support for the National Scenic Byway Program
e Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders
e Providing education, webinars and training to the Byway Community
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preferred membership category and either pay online by PayPal or send a check to the

National Scenic Byway Foundation Office with your completed Membership Form, PO Box

212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212,

Contact sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com to inquire about sponsor or donor opportunities.
-, )" .

i 2!

Sharon Strouse

National Scenic Byway Foundation
Executive Director
sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com
National 3302313468

SB[N": PO Box 212, Millersburg, Ohio 44654-0212
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Our mailing address is:
PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212
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You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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