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March 2021 News
 

Federal Funding Advocacy for Byways

    We share in your resonating excitement about the announcement from

Pete Buttigieg, Secretary of Transportation,  celebrating the new national byway designations

one month ago.  See our website for the entire list of new America's Byways  nsbfoundation.com 

Byways are about the stories they have to share while driving the economic impact of travel in

America. With that in mind, the National Scenic Byway Foundation is navigating Byway Leaders

across America to join together and advocate for the reinstatement of multi-year Federal Funding

for Byways. 

If you would like to lead or support your state byway program to advocate for multi-year Federal

Funding, please let me know, sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com. We are actively reaching out

from across America to let our Congressional Delegation know how much you want to have the

National Scenic Byway Program fully reactivated.  
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Also, congratulations to the Colorado Byway Program celebrating 30+ years with a Colorado

Byways Symposium in May 2021. 

Webinar sign up now on our website - nsbfoundation.com: April 21

 
Learn in this webinar: 
 - How to identify the top 5 things your byway can do to enhance the visitor experience, with little or no
money 
 - How to engage your byway leaders to be vigilant about noticing needed byway improvements 
 - How to set up a "First Impressions" research project to plan for future byway enhancements  

Registration required - nsbfoundation.com - $35 for non-NSBF members - free to members 
Contact sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com to a�irm your current annual membership

2021 - The Year of the Great American Road Trip 
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Take inventory, improve the small things that you can identify to deliver a high-quality Visitor

Experience now. Why is this so important? Because, this year, all Byways will predictably

experience more visitors than ever before. This summer and fall travel season will see swells of

travelers on the roads. 

Word of mouth is still - yes still - the number one way that visitors learn about the great

experiences along your byway.   

Coming Soon --- Visitor Experience Seminar
Delivering Top-Quality Byway Visitor Experiences:  Learning from Travelers 

Watch for the announcement in the April NSBF newsletter --- Dates and Times

A top-quality visitor experience creates lasting memories that travelers want to repeat and share. This
virtual class will explore a three-stage model of the byway visitor experience. We will discuss
assessment and enhancement
strategies that are based on
current traveler data as well as
byway examples from across the
country. 
 
Seminar learning objectives
include:

Recognizing the three
stages of the byway visitor
experience.
Identifying potential enhancement opportunities.
Understanding the importance of the visitor experience to corridor management planning.
Four low-cost strategies to improve the byway visitor experience.

  

Corridor Management Planning 
It is Spring Time!  Time to Revisit your Byway CMP - Corridor Management Plan 
  
With the resurgent interest in the Great American Road Trip - and Byways - we need to prepare.  
  
This brings us back to our trusty CMP’s that highlight our intrinsic qualities and the plans for the best
Byway Experiences we can deliver.  There is a second major reason to reacquaint yourself with your
byway CMP.  Always be “project ready” so you can seize the moment for possible funding of projects. 
Don’t always think small and only about your own byway.  
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Think region. Think about a collection of byways that could collaborate on one significant funding
project.  Think on a larger scale and work with other byway organizations with the blessings of your
state byway coordinator. Think also that groups of byways pulling on the same rope can possibly
impact the thinking and perceptions of state and federal legislators - besides being a big win for
visitors.  
  
We have a couple of Byway Fact Sheets in the NSBF Resource Library at nsbfoundation.com. 
Corridor Management - Planning Preparation Steps 
Corridor Management Plan - Develop and Maintain 

One last thought - if you are a new byway leader and have no idea what a CMP is and where to find the
CMP for your byway - please contact your state byway coordinator. If you don't know how to contact
your state's byway coordinator, let us know. We will give you the latest contact information and help
you make a connection.  
 

Otherworldly landscapes along Washington's Coulee
Corridor  
By Adam Hlasny 
  
In Eastern Washington, driving the Coulee Corridor can be disorienting, like you’ve departed Planet
Earth. On some stretches of this trip, you may question not only what year it is, but what millennium. 
  
Beginning near Othello and motoring north, pause at the Columbia National Wildlife Refuge, home to
adorable ground-dwellers, coyote, mule deer, mountain lion, and a wild assortment of feathered
friends as well. Proceeding along, marvel at the scattered lakes on your le�, including Moses, Soap, and
Lenore. Lenore’s surroundings include a fascinating cave system that can be explored alone or with the
family – unleash your inner pioneer as you scout these rocky moonscapes. 
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(Photo credit to Scenic Washington State - scenicwa.com) 

You need not be a geology bu� to appreciate the peerless Sun Lakes-Dry Falls State Park. You will,
however, want to engage your imagination. Close your eyes and picture that waterfalls four times larger
than Niagara once boomed over these cli�s, a deafening liquid thunder. Nature has truly le� an
extraordinary mark on this region. 
  
Despite nature stealing the show, the byway is not without manmade draws, such as massive Grand
Coulee Dam. Built between 1933-42, this hydroelectric power producer is the largest power station in

North America, and 10th largest in the world. 
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(Photo credit to Scenic Washington State - scenicwa.com) 

Sojourn at the distinctive, triangular Colville Confederated Tribes Museum. This fantastic collection
includes examples of basketry, tools, beadwork, a mural portraying the Nez Perce Trail, and of course a
gi� shop where you can take home a handcra�ed native keepsake. 
  
Round out your journey with a ¼-mile hike to Omak Rock, a precarious natural balancing act of 30+ ton
boulder on teeny pedestal. It proves that even when our surroundings overwhelm and disorient, a
balance can be found; sometimes it just takes a few hours – or a lifetime – to discover. 

(Photo credit to Wikipedia - /wiki/Omak,_Washington)
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State Byway Coordinator Orientation Training -  
In January 2021, a dozen state byway leaders participated in a virtual training, learning about the role
of byways in their state, the role of the state byway coordinator and much more.  The NSBF Education
team is willing to hold another training when there are enough state coordinators interested. If you
would like to learn more about the next training (about 8 hours of virtual learning) or get on our waiting
list, email sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com.
 

Join NSBF - We need you! 
The Byway Community needs to be stronger. Your membership is  a quantifiable measure of the broad
support  across America for the vision and mission of the National Scenic Byway Foundation as the
National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads. 

By becoming a member or a sponsor of NSBF you are supporting the Byway Community by:

Advocating for federal funding support for the National Scenic Byway Program
Helping to provide expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders
Supporting our Byway Resource Library additions
Providing education, webinars and training to the Byway Community

Contact sharon.strouse@nsbfoundation.com to inquire about sponsor or donor

opportunities. To Join as a member: Click on www.nsbfoundation.com, go to the 'Become

A Member' page, select your preferred membership category and either pay online by

PayPal or send a check to the National Scenic Byway Foundation Office with your

completed Membership Form, PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212. 
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