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Overview 

The Tugboat Roundup is a gathering of tugboats, workboats and barges which help celebrate the maritime heritage of the north-

east’s inland waterways. The festival features a tug parade, tug tours, boat rides, tug talks, competitions, fireworks, children's activ-

ities, vendors, food, and more. The Tugboat Roundup takes place annually the weekend after Labor Day. 

Intrinsic Qualities 

Although today principal traffic on the Erie Canal is for pleasure, not too long ago, even in my life time, the Canal was an inexpen-

sive and efficient way of moving large commodities between eastern manufacturers and ports located in the Great Lakes and cen-

tral part of the county. Cement, petroleum, and finished manufacturing products went west and raw materials came south from 

the Adirondacks and grain and other agricultural products, and recycled steel came east from the Plains and Mid-West. Tugboats 

were even employed during this past winter to break up ice in the Mohawk River which has historically led to ice jams and flooding 

during winter and spring thaws.  

The Tugboat Roundup brings together the “work horses” that move the barges on the Canal system, along with the crews of these 

vessels. Those who attend learn about the maritime industry, tour the working tugboats, and find an understanding of the skills 

needed to move commerce on the canal system. Over the years, the Roundup has become a living history classroom for all ages 

who were unaware of the significance of inland navigation to the region's development and economic health.  

Since 1999 the Tugboat Roundup has expanded to include boat rides through one of the large locks that raise vessels over 30 feet 

in each lock; visit with crafters and vendors, many with maritime related crafts and art; participate in a 5K Tugboat run through the 

village and onto forested trails in Peebles State Park; and other recreational opportunities. Festivities are capped off with an exten-

sive fireworks display over the harbor.  

 

Project Category 

NSBF Byway Community Award: Event  

The Tugboat Roundup celebrates the "work horses" that move the barges on the Canal system, along with the crews of these ves-

sels. Those who attend learn about the maritime industry, tour the working tugboats and understand the skills needed to move 

commerce on the canal system. The Tugboat Roundup has become a living history classroom for all ages on the significance of 

inland navigation to the region's development and economic health.  

 

Project Name 

Waterford Tugboat Roundup  

Byway Name 

Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway (length 26.2 miles including alternate route) Designated as N Y State Byway: August 2003 Desig-
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Key to Success 

Publicity that appeals to family groups in each of our daily newspapers, talked up on radio, television, and local weekly papers. 

Community involvement in weekend activities and local business sponsorships. This is one of several weekend activities available 

on the Mohawk Towpath Byway after the school year is underway, but before our weather becomes too cool for extended outdoor 

activities.  

 

Additional Information 

Contact Information 

Eric J.Hamilton, Executive Director                                                                                                                                                                        

eric.hamilton@mohawktowpath.org                                                                                                                                                                          

518-371-7548                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

67 Pico Road Clifton Park, NY 12065  

 

Project Year(s):  

2020-2021 

 

Website 

Appalachian Byway | Ohio Department of Transportation  

Partners 
• Town of Waterford 

• Village of Waterford  

• Chamber of Southern Saratoga County 

• New York State Canal Corporation 

• Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway Coalition 

• Friends of the Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway 

• Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 

• Maritime Industry 

• Mohawk Hudson Road Runners 

Byway Best Practice 

Over the years this has become a living history classroom with a variety of recreational opportunities. Visitor expectations include 

opportunities to meet and visit local personalities and learn their stories. This event provides such an opportunity at various levels.  

https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/traveling/ohio-byways/appalachian-byway
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