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Project Category 

NSBF Byway Community Award: Event 
 
The Nobody Trashes Tennessee and Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful clean-up series physically removed litter from the road-
side facilities and adjacent waterway access points of the Ocoee Scenic Byway.  The USDA Forest Service conducted a pair of suc-
cessful clean-ups of the Ocoee Scenic Byway located in Cherokee National Forest, near Benton, TN. The Ocoee Scenic Byway is 
famed for its rapids (including hosting games of the 1996 Olympics) and the scenic views of the gorge and surrounding forest. This 
clean-up series removed litter from trailheads, beaches, picnic areas, overlooks, and canoe launches. 

Project Name 

The Nobody Trashes Tennessee and Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful cleanup series.  

Byway Name 

The Ocoee Scenic Byway was originally designated as a U.S. Forestry Byway in July 1988. The byway route is found solely in Ten-

nessee, is 26 miles in length and dissects the Cherokee National Forest.  

Overview 

The USDA Forest Service conducted a pair of successful cleanups of the Ocoee Scenic Byway. The byway is located in Cherokee Na-

tional Forest, near Benton, TN. The cleanup series included a Nobody Trashes Tennessee cleanup of the byway route on November 

6-7, 2020, and a Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful water cleanup of adjacent Parksville Lake on February 27-28, 2021.  

Intrinsic Qualities 

The byway’s primary intrinsic qualities are recreation and scenic. The route is famed for it’s rapids and for hosting various games of 

the 1996 Olympics, and for the scenic views of the gorge and surrounding forest. This cleanup series literally removed litter from 

trailheads, beaches, picnic areas, overlooks and canoe launches. The volunteers who conducted the cleanups were from surround-

ing communities and furthered their love of the route. Area campgrounds, marinas, restaurants, and water-keeper groups all sup-

plied volunteers for the cleanup series. Earned media messaging for both events was focused to bring attention to the route, the 

scenic nature of the area and ugliness of litter.  

The Nobody Trashes Tennessee and Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful cleanup series physically removed litter from the roadside 

facilities and adjacent waterway access points of the Ocoee Scenic Byway. These facilities and access points which had limited 

cleaning and litter pickup in 2020 due to COVID-19, were serviced, and included trailheads, beaches, picnic areas, overlooks and 

canoe launches. Throughout 2020, especially during the summer and fall months, these facilities and access points received exten-

sive use and comprised the bulk of ways that the travelling public interacted with the routes two intrinsic qualities, scenic and rec-

reation.  
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Partners 

The USDA Forest Service engaged with multiple partners to accomplish these series of events. First, volunteers were trained, sched-

uled, and organized in a COVID-friendly manner along the cleanup route by TDOT and Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful. Keep 

Cleveland/Bradley County Beautiful provided drinks, snacks and helped volunteers into safety vests and flotation devices.  

Next, the Tennessee Highway Patrol was asked to provide a trooper and the “Litter Bug” for traffic control. Adding ‘blue lights’ to 

cleanup route always attracts driver attention and makes the areas where volunteers are present safer. The “Litter Bug” is a 

Volkswagen Beetle which is marked as a patrol car and has been on special litter assignments around the state since the 1970s. 

Third, TDOT was asked to outfit volunteers with cleanup supplies such as safety vests, litter grabbing sticks, bags and to remove 

waste removal collected. This included bulk items such as waste tires, a dry vacuums and other small appliances.  

Byway Best Practice 

Litter prevention is an important component for the visitor experience not simply because of aesthetics, but because of litter’s im-

pact on environmental quality, water quality, public safety, and how visitors interact recreationally with their surroundings. The 

Ocoee Scenic Byway’s intrinsic qualities are both recreation and scenic and play from the natural environment. Through these se-

ries of cleanups, the USDA Forest Service added value to their route by bringing about renew to both of their intrinsic qualities, 

engaging with the public, exposing the public to the qualities and features the route has to offer, and connecting with other organi-

zations in a way in which brought added capacity and media exposure.  

The value that came from this series of cleanups far outlasts the litter which was collected. The mechanisms and partnerships of 

this cleanup series are simple and repeatable. Nearly any byway organization across the country could conduct a similar series of 

cleanups. 

Key to Success 

These events could not have been a success, without the collaborative nature and partnership�building demeanor of the byway 

organization, the USDA Forest Service. Through engaging with TDOT, the Tennessee Highway Patrol and several local Keep America 

Beautiful affiliates (Keep Cleveland/Bradley County Beautiful and Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful), they ensured the successful 

completion of this series of cleanups. No single agency had the resources to manage every element of these cleanups, whether it 

be media exposure, volunteer management, public safety and traffic control, or waste disposal.   

 

Additional Information 

Contact Information 

Mike McClanahan                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Scenic Roadway Coordinator Tennessee Department of Transportation                                                                                                                     

7556 Crow Cut Road Fairview, TN 37062                                                                                                                                                                           

(615) 806-2489, Michael.mcclanahan@tn.gov  

 

Project Year(s): 

2021 

 

Website 

Cherokee National Forest - Ocoee Scenic Byway (usda.gov)  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/cherokee/recarea/?recid=35094
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Photographs 


