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Louisiana Byways Collection Receives
National Visitor Experience Award

MILLERSBURG, OH (April 15, 2025) — The National Scenic Byway Association is proud to recognize
the Louisiana Byways Collection with the 2025 Visitor Experience Award, celebrating their innovative,
statewide approach to helping travelers explore Louisiana’s rich heritage and breathtaking landscapes
with ease and excitement.

The Louisiana Office of Tourism’s Byways Team transformed the way visitors experience the state’s 19
scenic trails and byways. Through a user-friendly website, immersive video content, printed maps, and
curated trip ideas, the program invites travelers to embark on unforgettable road trips across one of the
most culturally diverse regions in the country.

“Our goal was to make it easier and more exciting for people to explore Louisiana,” said Lauren Holmes,
Louisiana’s Byway Manager. “From our winding bayous to historic towns and ancient mounds, we’ve
made it simple for visitors to discover the incredible stories, landscapes, and communities along every
byway.”

The Louisiana Byways website is a standout feature of the initiative, offering both map and list views of
the routes, along with captivating videos, cultural highlights, and planning tools, all optimized for
desktop and mobile. The campaign has seen strong success, with website engagement up by over 20%
year over year, reflecting growing interest in scenic travel and heritage experiences.



In addition to digital tools, the program made a smart move by placing the Louisiana Byways map on the
back of the Louisiana State Highway map, increasing visibility at welcome centers, rest stops, and visitor
hubs. This strategic placement encourages spontaneous exploration and connects more travelers with
off-the-beaten-path destinations.

Educational outreach and community involvement are also at the heart of the initiative. From civic group
presentations to future interpretive exhibits at welcome centers, the Louisiana Byways team is building
public support and local pride across the state.

The Byways program is supported by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Louisiana, the Louisiana
Office of Tourism, individual byway organizations, and a network of local partners. Through shared
investment, research, and outreach, they’ve created a dynamic visitor experience that celebrates
Louisiana’s natural beauty, diverse cultures, and storied past.

“Louisiana is showing what it means to truly welcome travelers,” said Sharon Strouse, Executive Director
of the National Scenic Byway Association. “This program blends great design with heartfelt storytelling

and statewide teamwork—and the result is an experience that’s unforgettable for every visitor.”

Learn more about Louisiana’s scenic routes at www.byways.explorelouisiana.com and

www.travelbyways.com.
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The National Scenic Byway Association, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, serving as The National Voice
of Scenic Byways and Roads, dedicated to strengthening Byways through education, training and shared
expertise. It is the vision of the National Scenic Byway Association that our nation’s designated Byways
will be recognized and valued worldwide for their distinctive experiences, stories, and treasured places.
For more information visit www.nsbfoundation.com; www.travelbyways.com; or email:
sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com
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