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Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway Receives  
NaƟonal Partnership Award 

MILLERSBURG, OH (April 15, 2025) – The NaƟonal Scenic Byway AssociaƟon is proud to recognize 
the Mohawk Towpath NaƟonal Scenic Byway with the 2025 Partnership Award, honoring their creaƟve 
collaboraƟon that brought history to life through an interacƟve, community-powered event. 

Last Spring the Byway played host to a Road Rally — a unique partnership between the Mohawk 
Towpath Scenic Byway CoaliƟon, the Friends of the Mohawk Towpath Byway, the Mohawk Hudson 
Chapter of the Sports Car Club of America (MoHud), and local Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) volunteers. Together, they created a one-of-a-kind driving experience that introduces parƟcipants 
to the byway’s scenic beauty and rich history. 

StarƟng at the Historic Grooms Tavern and ending at the Historic Mabee Farm in Schenectady, the rally 
took parƟcipants along a scenic route that highlights key landmarks of the Erie Canal, both past and 
present. With a detailed route book, GPS direcƟons, and historical clues, each team sets out to discover 
hidden stories that shaped New York’s canal corridor. 

“We wanted to share the history of the Erie Canal in a fun, interacƟve way,” said Eric Hamilton, event 
organizer. “The rally gave people a reason to explore, learn, and then come back with friends and family.” 

More than 50 people parƟcipated in the rally, many of whom were discovering the Byway for the first 
Ɵme. The event was supported by local volunteers and promoted by the NaƟonal Travel Center, helping 



to raise awareness of the Byway and drive follow-up visitaƟon. In fact, the month aŌer the event saw a 
spike in usage of the Byway’s self-guided phone tour. 

Stretching from Waterford and Cohoes to Schenectady, the Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway follows the 
path of the Erie Canal and the waterway west. Its historical layers — from NaƟve American heritage and 
early Dutch seƩlements to its canal-era economic impact — tell the story of how this region helped 
shape the Empire State. 

“This rally is a perfect example of how community partnerships can create memorable experiences that 
connect people to place,” said Sharon Strouse, ExecuƟve Director of the NaƟonal Scenic Byway 
AssociaƟon. “It’s fun, educaƟonal, and it’s geƫng more people out to explore the Byway and support the 
local economy.” 

Learn more about the Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway at www.mohawktowpath.org and 
www.travelbyways.com.  

### 

 

The NaƟonal Scenic Byway AssociaƟon, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organizaƟon, serving as The NaƟonal Voice 
of Scenic Byways and Roads, dedicated to strengthening Byways through educaƟon, training and shared 
experƟse. It is the vision of the NaƟonal Scenic Byway AssociaƟon that our naƟon’s designated Byways 
will be recognized and valued worldwide for their disƟncƟve experiences, stories, and treasured places. 
For more informaƟon visit  www.nsbfoundaƟon.com; www.travelbyways.com; or email: 
sharon.strouse@nsbassociaƟon.com 
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