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Ohio Historic National Road Receives
National Byway Leveraging Resources Award

MILLERSBURG, OH (April 15, 2025) — The National Scenic Byway Association is proud to recognize
the Ohio Historic National Road with the 2025 Byway Leveraging Resources Award, celebrating their
collaborative educational program that brings history to life for local students through an immersive
Blaine Bridge Day annual event.

Led by the Ohio National Road Association and a team of community partners, Blaine Bridge Day
engages fifth-grade students from Bridgeport Middle School in a hands-on exploration of the historic
1828 Blaine S. Bridge, Ohio’s Bicentennial Bridge and a designated National Register landmark. The event
combines local history with interactive learning, featuring wagon rides, period games, art projects, and
even antique car displays.

“We want students to experience history, not just read about it,” said Cathryn Stanley, who helped
organize the program. “Blaine Bridge Day helps kids connect with their community’s pastin a
meaningful, memorable way.”

The program is the result of strong partnerships between the Ohio National Road Association, Pease
Township Park District, Bridgeport Exempted Village School District, and the Belmont County Tourism
Office. With support from local educators, volunteers, and government officials, including the Belmont
County Engineers Office and Ohio Department of Transportation District 11, students learn firsthand
about the construction, restoration, and historical impact of the bridge and the road it serves.



Authorized by Congress in 1806, the National Road was the first federally funded interstate highway in
the U.S., and its path through Ohio shaped the growth of towns, trade routes, and westward expansion.
Blaine Bridge Day brings this history to life while reinforcing the byway’s role as a valuable educational
and cultural resource.

“By connecting students with the past through real-world experiences, this program shows how byways
can inspire the next generation,” said Sharon Strouse, Executive Director of the National Scenic Byway
Association. “It’s a perfect example of how partnerships and creative thinking can make a lasting impact
using existing local resources.”

Learn more about the Ohio Historic National Road Byway at www.ohionationalroad.org and
www.travelbyways.com.
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The National Scenic Byway Association, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, serving as The National Voice
of Scenic Byways and Roads, dedicated to strengthening Byways through education, training and shared
expertise. It is the vision of the National Scenic Byway Association that our nation’s designated Byways
will be recognized and valued worldwide for their distinctive experiences, stories, and treasured places.
For more information visit www.nsbfoundation.com; www.travelbyways.com; or email:
sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com
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