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NSBA National Byway Awards - Due Feb 28
NSBA Member Opportunity - Annual Byway Awards

Be recognized nationwide for your award winning byway
project, program, or event. Award applications are due
February 28, 2026. Awardees must be current members of
NSBA.

Award Guidelines

Online Award Application :
picture right, Cynthia Coss, Hocking Hills National Scenic Byway, accepting -
their 2025 Byway Award from Strouse (1), Sieverdes, NSBA Membership
Chair (r)

NSBA Member Opportunity - US
Travel's IPW representation

IPW Commitment Form - due February 28

Contact sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com for more information - including the opportunity to be on our list to
represent your byway on-site at US Travel's IPW trade show May 17-21.

Newest NSBA Member Opportunity - American Road magazine NSBA Member
cooperative advertising program




According to research by Forrest Design Studios “the
terms vacation and trip are searched the most during
the months of January, February, and March.”

What this means for you: advertising in print, broadcast,
and online travel media during January, February, and
March reaches travelers at the exact moment they are
actively dreaming, planning, and booking their
vacations.

g&‘l‘i‘ﬁ‘fé BYWAY ‘ 2026 NSBA Membership Campa.ign -
- Be a 'Showcase Your Byway' Winner

The National Voi c Byways and Roads

Our NSBA 2026 Membershlp Campalgn Jom or Renew by Dec
15 for a chance to WIN... & : .

Join NSBA now for 2026 --- any byway
organization membership received
between Oct 1 and Dec 15, 2025, will
be entered into our “Showcase Your
Byway"” contest drawing. There will be
12 winners drawn on our Facebook
Live on Dec 18 at 3pm ET, Noon PT.
Each Showcase winner will be featured

Thu, Dec 18 at 3PM EST

for one month through SOCiaI media, in Showcase Your Byway Contest - LIVE Event ® Going v
our newsletter, and on our Byway
Journeys Blog. Win again when you share these posts as your byway is nationally recognized.

Link to our Facebook Page, Follow Us, and mark that you are Interested in Going to the Showcase Your Byway
Live Event, along the Cascade Loop National Scenic Byway!

See all the Membership Costs & Benefits and the on our 'Become a Member
page: https://nsbfoundation.com/memberships-and-donations/

Questions? Please contact Janice Gammon, our Membership Director,
membership@nsbassociation.com

Statewide Byway Design Guidelines - Colorado

Transportation design guidelines for byways provide a framework to ensure roadway improvements balance
safety, mobility and scenic beauty while preserving the qualities that define the byway experience.

As stated in the Colorado Design Guidelines, the purpose: "These guidelines for planning,
design and management - support the Colorado Department of Transportation in preserving,
maintaining, and enhancing Colorado's Scenic and Historic Byways. They provide essential
information to guide project development and broader programs by emphasizing the importance
of the byways' archeological, cultural, historic, natural, recreational, and scenic qualities. Key



considerations include safety, operational efficiency,
maintenance, feasibility, cost, stakeholder input, and
positive impacts on users and neighboring
communities, all while ensuring regulatory alignment."
pg.1 of these guidelines.

COLORADO SCENIC . I
& Historic Byways See our Byway Resource Library under "Publications"

DEsiGN GUIDELINES for Byway Design Guidelines, including the new
L2200 Novwszr 2025 Colorado Scenic & Historic Byway Guidelines -
Publications - National Scenic Byway Foundation, see the Byway Design Guidelines posted:

o Byway Design Guidelines

State Design Guidelines:

Colorado Scenic & Historic Byway Design Guidelines — 2025
New York State Scenic Byway Planning Guidebook — 2009

Individual Byway Guidelines:

Brandywine Valley Scenic Byway Design-Guidelines-Report — Dec 2017

Cherokee Foothills National Scenic Byway Guidelines

Update: National Scenic Byways Program - FHWA S

» The competitive National Scenic Byways Program (NSBP) FY23-24 NOFO is
under administration’s review and coordinators’ calls are on pause.

» Recommend checking the FHWA website for updates:
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic byways/grants/.
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America 250: A Moment Made for Byways

The travelers who drive scenic routes are the travelers who are most excited about
America 250. . ; ' i

The survey data indicates that they are more T e -
AMERICA'S |

aware, more interested, and far more likely to
1

take a trip to experience an America 250 | FIR ST M I L‘E R

destination, event, or story. In other words: the
audience byways already serve is the very

' _ ) - US ROUTE l] Fort Kent,Maine [
audience most eager for this once-in-a- < B
generation celebration. = - i

A More Aware, More Engaged Traveler
Among people who had driven a scenic route or byway in the past year, 61% had already heard
of America 250 - compared with just 42% among those who had not. This higher awareness



speaks to something deeper: byway travelers are naturally tuned into the cultural and historic
dimensions of the places they visit. They come looking for meaning, for story, and for a
connection to “real America.” America 250 aligns seamlessly with what they value most.

A Stronger Desire to Participate

Interest in events follows the same pattern. Scenic-route travelers expressed significantly
greater enthusiasm for America 250 events and experiences: 78% said they were interested or
very interested (with 40% “very interested”), while only 52% of non-scenic travelers felt the
same. This suggests that byways will not have to work hard to sell America 250 - the desire is
already there.

The Most Likely Travelers for America 250

The biggest difference in the data - and the most
meaningful for byway communities - is willingness to
take a trip. More than half (56%) of scenic-route
travelers said they are likely or very likely to take an
America 250-related trip.

America 250’s strongest travel audience is
already on our roads.

This article is Part 1 of a series that will continue in our
January 2026 newsletter.

About the survey:

In partnership with the National Scenic Byway Association, Corridor Solutions surveyed 600 U.S
residents this fall to understand awareness of America 250 and the people who already choose
scenic routes. What we found is encouraging for every byway organization, state byway
collections and all communities along scenic routes.

Stargazing and Astrotourism Travel Trend

Stargazing and the astrotourism (or "noctourism" - nocturnal /
night time activities) travel trend is a great fit for rural
destinations along scenic byways. Small towns with fewer
buildings and people mean darker skies and better Milky Way
views. Even a cursory search for "stargazing trips" on

Instagram and Pinterest turns up an incredible variety of ideas
and content. TOURISM

If you are a rural or small town byway destination, make sure CURRENTS

to connect with your fellow marketing people at any nearby

municipal, county, state, or national parks, preserves, or grasslands. They are
perfect for collaboration and cross-promotion in this visitor niche. Find more
astrotourism resources in this blog_post.

This Byway Leader tip comes from Tourism Currents, a NSBA business member. *NSBA Business
Members - contact us to provide your newsletter tip for byway leaders.

Follow NSBA on Linkedin




https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-scenic- National
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The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads

December Byway Showcase
Robert Frost/Old Stagecoach Scenic Byway, New Hampshire

The Robert Frost/Old Stagecoach Scenic Byway is a 43-mile loop through rural southeastern New Hampshire.
Designated in 2014, the byway was created to celebrate and interpret the historic Boston-Haverhill-Concord
Stagecoach route that followed what is today NH Route 121, as well as the New England landscape featured in
much of poet Robert Frost’s work, including the settings of some of his most famous poems. The Byway
highlights the numerous historic sites, scenic views, and outdoor oo s
recreation opportunities that the region has to offer.

Starting at the Massachusetts border in Atkinson and following
historic roads that once carried stagecoaches from Boston to
Concord, the route traverses gently rolling farmland, wooded
hills, and tranquil lakeshores — including the serene waters of
Massabesic Lake — all landscapes that inspired the poems of
Robert Frost during his years in Derry.

Absorb sweeping views along a 200-plus-year-old stagecoach
route that once clip-clopped from Boston to Concord. This is no
ordinary drive. It is a journey through time, along roads where history and poetry converged, now preserved in
the gentle curves of rural New Hampshire.



From Massachusetts’s border in Atkinson, NH, you follow today’s NH Route 121 through Hampstead, NH,
Chester, NH, and Auburn, NH — a stretch once known as the Boston—Haverhill-Concord Stagecoach

Road. Around corners and past old farmsteads, you catch glimpses of stone walls, weathered barns, and open
fields, the same landscape early-19th-century travelers would have seen. Much remains unchanged.

The route veers toward Massabesic Lake, its placid waters a
quiet invitation to pause, breathe, reflect. Continuing onward,
the byway leads you through Derry, NH — the village where
" Robert Frost lived from 1900-1911 and taught school while

% writing much of the work that would define him.

Imagine Frost himself traveling these roads: returning home
from an egg-selling trip one cold December evening, passing
through the spot now known as Webster’s Corner. That real-life
moment inspired one of his most beloved poems, Stopping by
Woods on a Snowy Evening — a testament to how deeply place

and memory entwined in his work.

Here, even now, you can sense the same rhythms: villages coming to life in summer, quiet lanes lined by maples
during for fall, farmhouses anchoring fields that still yield hay and apples. Travel along this byway in rural
Southern New Hampshire feels timeless in every season.

Share - Byway Journeys Blog: https://nsbfoundation.com/blog/the-robert-frost-old-stagecoach-scenic-byway-

new-hampshire/
Read more: https://www.frost-stagecoach-byway.org/

The NSBA Showcase Your Byway program highlights one member byway per month. Become
NSBA members for 2026 starting in October through December 15 to qualify for the Showcase
drawing on December 18 2025.

NSBA - Facebook Live- Showcase Your Byway

Thursday, December 18, 3pm ET - Noon PT
along the Cascade Loop, Washington

NSBA Webinar February 19, 4pm ET
Busting Event and Tourism Myths
Presenter: Vicky Soderberg, Cygnet Strategies

NSBA National Byway Awards
Application Due February 28, 2026

Awardees must be NSBA current members




NSBA - Byway Representation at US
Travel's IPW
Application Due February 28, 2026

Applicants must be NSBA current members

NSBA and Mississippi River Parkway
Commission
National Byways Conference October
6,7, 8 -2026
West Memphis, Arkansas

National
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Association (for years of archived monthly newsletters:

Tools, training and support for byway leaders. https://nsbfoundation.com/about/newsletter/)

Join NSBA - Support State, Tribal & National Byway Programs

The vision and mission of the National Scenic Byway Association as The National Voice of Scenic Byways and
Roads.

Become a member or a sponsor of NSBA - you are:

¢ Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders

¢ Advocating for federal funding support for the National Scenic Byways Program
¢ Supporting education, webinars and training to the Byway Community

¢ Helping to provide communication and motivate our byway leaders

Besides - - all members attend our webinars for FREE, are invited to attend 6 First Friday Fellowship Zoom
events (members only); and may nominate byways for our annual awards program.

Contact Janice Gammon at membership@nsbassociation.com for questions or a membership invoice. To join as a
member, go to the nsbfoundation.com website on the 'Become A Member' page, select your preferred
membership category and either pay online by PayPal/credit card or send a check to the National Scenic Byway
Association Office with your completed Membership Form, PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.

For Donor and Sponsor information, contact sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com.
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Sharon Strouse
Mational 5cenic Bywaey Associstion
Executive Director

Natinnal sharon.strouse (@nsbessocistion . com
330.231.3458 NSBA Office &
PO Box 212, Millersburg, Ohio 446540212
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