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The 15 year wait is finally over!

We've been waiting 15 years to share this opportunity. The National Scenic Byway
Association, in conjunction with the Mississippi River Parkway Commission, are
planning a National Scenic Byway Conference; the first since 2011. The conference
is planning for over 200 byway leaders from across America and will be held in West
Memphis, Arkansas, October 6-8. We would love to see you at the conference!
Preliminary itinerary and registration information will be released this spring. For
more information, please email Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com.

Requesting Sponsors and Exhibitors



This National Byway Conference will feature a number of engaging ways for
sponsors to increase their company’s visibility | .
and mingle with those in attendance. For eap; : m,/
more information on how to become a

sponsor or exhibitor, please email
Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com.

Save the Date!

Learn and Celebrate: America's 250 and the

100th Anniversary of the 'US numbered highway system,' Oct 6-8 at the National
Scenic Byways Conference. The Mississippi River Parkway Commission and the
National Scenic Byway Association are collaborating to offer the first National Scenic
Byway Conference in West Memphis, Arkansas. Registration coming very soon. Early
Bird registration under $200.

Watch for announcements in the weeks and months ahead in this monthly
newsletter and on the NSBA website here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-
events-advocacy/conferences/

Busting a (Few) Event and Tourism Myths:
Webinar - February 19, 4pm ET

Bust some of the most stubborn myths that keep small town tourism and events
spinning their wheels; go from "we tried" to "we nailed it."

Let's take a clear-eyed look at event and tourism
advice that sounds great in a meeting, and
causes problems once real people show up. We'll
bust a handful of common myths that quietly
drain budgets, wear out volunteers, and turn
well-intended ideas into experiences that feel
more “meh” than memorable.

AR

You'll leave with a clearer way of thinking
about what actually works - whether you're tuning up long-standing traditions,
or planning something new for a milestone like America’s 250th - without making it
harder than it needs to be.

Our speaker, Vicky Soderberg, helps small towns sharpen their tourism and event
experiences, fixing the parts that have quietly drifted, grown messy, or stopped
working as intended. She jumps in to assist communities improve what exists,
build what’s next, and keep things from getting overly complicated.

Registration here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/
NSBA Members register free
Non-members, $40 at Eventbrite




Byway Annual Awards - Applications due Feb 28

Bring recognition to your byway, your community, your state

It is time to tell the world about your byway accomplishments and Best Practices.
We encourage you to nhominate a NSBA Member Byway for one of our 8
National Awards for 2026.

y'— The NSBA Awards co-sponsor, American Road

B Magazine, publishes a full-page article feature showing
the eight winning byway posters with captions.

B Our website has the nomination application, and full

=71 details about the awards process.

L https://nsbfoundation.com/nsbf-awards/

Has your byway been engaged in productive

s travelers?
Has your byway created recent interpretive signage,
programs, or visual displays?

All NSBA members may nominate. NSBA Advocate,
Champion and Guardian Members are eligible to win Awards. See the Awards
Categories below.

1. Byway Enhancement Award — Community-based improvement on the byway
such as innovative signage, wayshowing, improved access to byway resources or
sites such as hiking, biking, picnic areas, parks, water, etc.

2. Communications Award — Raising the visibility of the byway to the public using
technology: social media, website, apps, blogs, photography, video, newsletters,
innovative news features.

3. Hospitality Award — Training program for volunteers and front-line personnel,
provide training and byway orientation efforts to raise awareness of the byway story
and the visitor experience.

4. Interpretation Award — Creative, innovative or educational projects,
publications, panels or kiosks with emphasis on telling your byway story.

5. Leveraging Resources Award — Innovative fundraising, in-kind or other
revenue or resource-generating activity. i
6. Partnership Award — Projects that engaged
multiple public-private partners and stakeholders.

7. Viewshed Improvement Award — Conservation
and protection of scenic views, beautification efforts,
select-cutting of foliage and trees to regain lost views.
Provided plantings or walls to shield junkyards, utility
substations, and/or distracting views.

8. Visitor Experience Award — Experiential or
authentic activities or events, re-enactments, created
new attractions or destinations for visitors to have a
comprehensive experience about the byway and its
story.




Archived Byways Awards info here:
https://nsbfoundation.com/byway-resource-library/case-studies-research/

Thanks to one of our 2026 National Scenic Byway Conference SPONSORS -
Overlook Maps, all Award Winners will be offered one free conference registration.
We look forward to hearing you share your successes.

Thanks to our Award and Newsletter sponsors:
Our Generous NSBF Newsletter Sponsors!
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US Travel's IPW - International Travel Show

Deadline to commit is February 28

With NSBA's US Travel membership, we reserve a booth on "Federal Row" to bring
our byways across America to the national stage. Find out how your byway can be
represented at this prestigious travel trade show. Call or email now for more
information - Sharon Strouse (330.231.3468) sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com.
Our team is eager to represent your byway.

Costs for byway representation ($500 N
single byway), up to a large byway — o S
collection ($1500); more info and
deadlines are on our website, link
here: https://nsbfoundation.com/ipw-

and-more/
Request to commit by February 28.

IPW is the world’s leading inbound travel
trade show, providing an unmatched,
cost-effective platform to conduct
business, build relationships and fortify connections around the world. At this event,
buyers and media connect with America’s top destinations and travel companies,
driving $5.7 billion in future travel to the U.S.

For more information on US Travel's IPW, visit www.ipw.com.




Is Your CMP Still Working for You?

Common signs it may be time for an update
Corridor

ASrequt!onst A current, well-grounded, and implementable Corridor
‘Management Plan (CMP) can help byway groups work more
effectively, show visible progress to their stakeholders, and be ready when funding
opportunities arise. But how do you know when an existing plan is no longer serving
the corridor? This article explores common signs that it may be time to update a

CMP - and why timing matters.

Link to blog post: https://corridorsolutions.net/how-do-you-know-when-its-time-to-
update-a-byway-corridor-management-plan/

This Byway Leader tip comes from Corridor Solutions, a NSBA business member.

*NSBA Business Members - contact us to provide your newsletter tip for byway
leaders.

. SEPTEMBER ... National Scenic Byways Day -
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i — _ Watch for media kit information available in
o | spring -- just in time for the surge in Fall Travel
1 ) " " " Planning.
T - I America's Semiquincentennial: We want

to share info about the America's 250 events
along your Byway, post info here: https://forms.gle/xqzRGY8c6iCMt6LF8

February Byway Showcase



Katahdin Woods & Waters National Scenic Byway - Maine

Stretching across northern Maine, the Katahdin Woods & Waters National Scenic
Byway invites travelers to slow down—and sometimes speed up—to experience one
of New England’s most scenic, remote, and adventure-rich landscapes. This 89-mile
journey winds through forests, rivers, lakes, and welcoming rural communities,
offering a true four-season Maine experience shaped by nature hentage and
outdoor recreation.

Anchoring the Byway is the unmistakable presence of
Mount Katahdin, Maine’s highest peak and a dramatic
focal point in every season. In summer, Katahdin’s
rugged silhouette inspires hikers and paddlers; in fall, it =%
rises above a sea of blazing foliage; in winter, it
becomes a snow-covered icon beneath crisp blue skies;
and in spring, it signals the return of rushing rivers and renewed adventure

The Byway serves as a gateway to two of Maine’s most celebrated protected
landscapes: Baxter State Park and Katahdin Woods & Waters National Monument.
Baxter State Park offers legendary hiking, wildlife viewing, backcountry camping,
and access to the northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail. Just beyond the
,,::*-———-—l—-l_ National Monument is vast, uncrowded terrain for

: - 1 hiking, paddling, biking, and world-class stargazing
under some of the darkest night skies in the Northeast.

{ For those seeking adrenaline, the region delivers year-
round thrills. Whitewater rafting on nearby rivers offers
heart-pounding spring and summer adventures, while

extensive ATV trail networks connect communities and




backcountry landscapes throughout the warmer months. When winter arrives, the
Byway transforms into a snow-lover’s playground, with miles of groomed
snowmobile trails and peaceful routes for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing
through forests and along frozen waterways.

Whether you're chasing fall color, paddling wild rivers, riding ATV and snowmobile
trails, skiing quiet forests, or simply enjoying a scenic drive through authentic Maine
communities, the Katahdin Woods & Waters National Scenic Byway offers a four-
season journey filled with adventure, beauty, and a deep sense of place.

5 family-oriented Points of Interest along the Byway:

Patten Lumbermen’s Museum - Patten, Maine

A family-friendly outdoor museum celebrating Maine’s logging heritage. Explore historic
buildings, hands-on exhibits, antique tools, and walking paths that bring the lumbering
era to life for kids and adults alike. Website: https:/lumbermensmuseum.org

The Boreal Theater - Millinocket, Maine
A welcoming community arts hub offering family-friendly films, live performances, art
exhibitions, and youth programs. A great stop for a cultural break during a Katahdin

region adventure. Website: https://borealtheater.org

Tekakapimok Contact Station - Katahdin Woods & Waters National Monument
An accessible visitor contact station with interpretive exhibits focused on the natural
landscape and Indigenous history of the region. Ideal for families looking for context,
views, and short walks. Website: https://www.nps.gov/kaww

Baxter State Park - Near Millinocket, Maine
Home to Mount Katahdin, this iconic park offers
family-friendly trails, waterfalls, wildlife viewing,
picnic areas, and scenic drives—perfect for
introducing kids to Maine’s great outdoors.

Website: https://baxterstatepark.org

Penobscot River Trails - Along the Scenic Byway

A network of riverside and forest trails ideal for short hikes, nature walks, birdwatching,
and paddling access. Well-suited for families seeking easy outdoor exploration. Website:
https://www.katahdinareatrails.org

For more information go to: htips:/nsbfoundation.com/nb/katahdin-
woods-waters-scenic-byway/

Read more - NSBA Byway Journeys Blog:



Katahdin Woods & Waters National Scenic Byway-Maine - National Scenic
Byway Foundation

The NSBA Showcase Your Byway program highlights one member byway per
month. Twelve Byways are chosen to be featured each year from Advocate and
Champion Memberships representing a byway. Become a NSBA members for 2027
staring in October through December 15 to qualify for the Showcase drawing in
December 2026.

February 19 4pm ET - NSBA Byway Webinar
Busting a (Few) Event and Tourism Myths:
Webinar - February 19, 4pm ET

Registration link below - free for NSBA members; non-members $40

https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/

October 6-8 - National Scenic Byways Conference
West Memphis Arkansas, Co-Sponsored by MRPC and NSBA
Save the dates, more information to come in the weeks ahead

https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/

National
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Special Editions and view archived newsletters
Tools, training and support for byway leaders.

Join NSBA - Support State, Tribal & National Byway Programs

Support Byways across America for the vision and mission of the National Scenic Byway

Association as The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads.

Become a member or a sponsor of NSBA - you are:

« Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders



« Advocating for federal funding support for the National Scenic
Byways Program

« Supporting education, webinars and training to the Byway
Community

« Helping to provide communication and motivate our byway
leaders

« Besides - - all members attend our webinars for FREE, are
invited to attend 6 Byway First Friday Fellowship Zoom
events (members only); and may nominate byways for
our annual awards program.

To join as a member, go to the nsbfoundation.com website on the 'Become A Member' page,

select your preferred membership category and either pay online by PayPal/credit card or send a
check to the National Scenic Byway Association Office with your completed Membership Form,

PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.

NSBA Offiqe in Winter
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Sharon Strouse
Mational Scenic Bywaey Associstion
Executive Director

National sharon.strouse [@nsbassocistion.com

330.231.2468
SEENIE PO Box 212, Millersburg, Ohio 446540212
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