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NSBA seeking Sponsors and Exhibitors - national byway audience opportunity!

2020 Briun conrenence

Celebrating America’s Byways Together

National

SGENIC BYWAY -

Association

The 15 year wait is finally over!

We've been waiting 15 years to share this opportunity. The National Scenic Byway
Association and the Mississippi River Parkway Commission are planning a 2026
National Scenic Byway Conference; the first since 2011. Preliminary itinerary and
registration information are available on our website

at https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/

Requesting Sponsors and Exhibitors

The conference is planning for over 200 byway leaders from across America and will
be held in West Memphis, Arkansas, October 6-8. Download the Sponsor and
Exhibitor Information here: https://nsbfoundation.com/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/Nat-Byway-Conference-Partnership-Packet-Sponsor-and-




Exhibitor-information.pdf
For more info, please email Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com.

April 23 NSBA Webinar - 11am Eastern

Scenic Byways Across Public Lands:
The History and Future of BLM and Forest Service Byways

Did you know that there are more than 200 scenic
byways associated with either National Forests and
Grasslands, or the Bureau of Land Management’s Back
Country Byways program?

§ Part of our public lands, these byways offer unique

& recreation, tourism, and community development

i opportunities. As we celebrate America250 this year, it's
a particularly good time to appreciate how these

2= special, under-the-radar byways can benefit visitors,
destinations, and byway partners.

Webinar presenter KC Craven is the National Lead for
Recreation and Tourism Benefits for the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). He serves as the National Lead for
the BLM Back Country Byways Program, where he
works to strengthen the connection between public
lands, recreation access, and local tourism economies.

: In this role, he collaborates with field offices,
communities, and nat|onal partners to improve visitor experiences and support
sustainable tourism across BLM-managed landscapes.

i Webinar presenter Toby Bloom is the National Program
Manager for Tourism and Interpretation at the U.S.
Forest Service.

Toby Bloom'’s portfolio includes strengthening
recreation economies in forest gateway communities;
working with Tribes to promote authentic interpretation
and responsible visitation to Native heritage sites;

% innovative public lands and health partnerships; and
: working with Interpretive Associations to improve
S visitor experiences in the National Forests.

Join us via Zoom on Thursday, April 23, 2026, at 11 a.m. Eastern, 10 a.m. Central, 9
a.m. Mountain, 8 a.m. Pacific and 7 a.m. AKT. Q&A during the Zoom Event.

Registration here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/




NSBA Members register free
Non-members, $40 at Eventbrite

Byway Leader Training - Grand Island, Nebraska
Learn - Network - Get Motivated *** July 29-31, 2026

This is an in-person training at the Stuhr Museum in
Grand Island. $125 for NSBA Members, $225 Non-
Members

Info here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-
advocacy/byway-leader-training/

Thanks to Visit Nebraska and Visit Grand Island for
hosting and co-sponsorship.

Volunteers needed - NSBA Committees

Education - Communications - Marketing - Partnership -
Membership

With our NSBA Committees - learn from others in the
Byway Community - bringing strength to your byway
or byway collection.

Current needs:

Blog writers for our Byway Journeys

Byway research writers for Travel Byways
T e ; WX Byway Photographers

On- 5|te help W|th the National Scenic Byway Conference

Please join us, contact Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com with questions.

Rural Transportation Initiative -
Needs, Barriers, & Federal Tech Assistance input requested

We encourage a response - Deadline before April 23

Rural Opportunities To Use Transportation for Economic Success
Initiative: Request for Information A Notice by the Transportation Department
on 02/23/2026

This is an open invitation for state, local, and Tribal partners to provide direct



feedback on rural infrastructure needs, existing barriers to
funding, and how federal technical assistance can be
improved.

Comments must be received on or before 60 days from the
posting of this notice.

This notification is provided for informational purposes only.
Participation is voluntary, and any comments should be —
submitted directly to the USDOT via this official Federal = NOW...=
Register link. :

t Share Your

~OPINION -

Read current comments from others here:
https://www.regulations.gov/document/DOT-OST-2026-
0298-0001/comment

Embed Interactive Byway Map on Websites Now

There are interactive maps for every byway on TravelByways.com - to embed

on your website, on your partner's website, on the website of recreation providers,
etc --- FOR FREE --- the link to embed the map is in the right hand corner below
the map.

So, what's your excuse for not having an interactive byway map on your website?

Sample below of what a byway map looks like -- to engage the interactive Overlook
Byway Map -
click on the map below and try it out!

Cascade Loop National Scenic Byway
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Embed this map on your site.

If you need a reminder of how important a byway map is, either for yourself, or
for your byway committee --- listen to our archived webinar "Byway Digital Mapping



for Wayfinding Success"

Webinar: https://nsbfoundation.com/blog/webinar/byway-digital-mapping-for-
wayfinding-success/
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o S « = Yes - our own national day!

_ Watch for media kit information available in
spring -- just in time for the surge in Fall Travel
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America's 250 - Our Semiquincentennial:

We want to share info about the America's 250 events along your Byway in our
social media outreach. Please share your event info here:
https://forms.gle/xqzRGY8c6iCMt6Lf8

Spring - Featured America's 250 Events along Byways:

e e %= 1he Big House Ballgame - Historic Route 66 Scenic Byway,
7 e Joliet, Illinois - April 30 https://hcdestinations.com/The-Big-
¥ House-Ballgame-2026-04-30

y¥ &

) River of Lakes Young Adult Photography Contest - River of
Lakes Heritage Corridor National Scenic Byway, Florida - April 10-June 30
https://riveroflakesheritagecorridor.org/events/young-adults-photography-contest/

March Byway Showcase



Northwest Passage Scenic Byway

photos courtesy of Visit Idaho

Stretching 202 miles across north-central Idaho, the Northwest Passage Scenic
Byway is Idaho’s longest scenic byway and one of only a select number of roads in
the country designated an All-American Road. While it can be driven in about six
hours, this remarkable route is best experienced over several days, allowing time to
explore the landscapes, culture, and stories that unfold along the way.

Two centuries ago, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark followed these same rivers
and ridgelines during the Lewis and Clark Expedition, searching for a water route to
the Pacific. They carved canoes along the Clearwater River and relied on the
knowledge of the Nimiipuu people to continue westward. Today, travelers tracing
U.S. Highway 12 from Lewiston east toward the Montana border witness landscapes
that remain strikingly similar, with sparkling rivers, deep basalt canyons, and
forested mountain slopes rising into wide western skies.

The byway begins near the confluence of the Snake and Clearwater rivers in
Lewiston and winds through small communities —— ———— |
like Orofino and Kamiah, where history feels ’
close at hand. At Canoe Camp near Orofino,
members of the expedition constructed the
dugout canoes that would carry them toward
the Pacific. Near Kamiah, the Heart of the
Monster tells a sacred Nimiipuu creation story
tied deeply to this land.

This corridor is the ancestral homeland of the



Nez Perce Tribe, whose cultural traditions and connection to the rivers and prairies
stretch back thousands of years. Visitors can learn more at the Nez Perce National
Historical Park Visitor Center, where exhibits preserve and interpret the enduring
heritage of the Nimiipuu people.

Recreation is woven seamlessly into the experience. The Lochsa and Selway rivers
draw whitewater enthusiasts from around the world, while hikers, anglers, and
campers find solitude in national forests and along quiet riverbanks.

Come for the history, the culture, or the sweeping canyon views: the Northwest
Passage Scenic Byway offers more than a drive, it offers a journey into a landscape
where exploration, resilience, and wild beauty continue to flow together.

For more information go to https://nsbfoundation.com/nb/northwest-passage-
scenic-byway/

Read more - NSBA Byway Journeys Blog:
https://nsbfoundation.com/blog/northwest-passage-scenic-byway-idaho/

The NSBA Showcase Your Byway program highlights one member byway per
month. Twelve Byways are chosen to be featured each year from Advocate and
Champion Memberships representing a byway. Become a NSBA members for 2027
staring in October through December 15 to qualify for the Showcase drawing in
December 2026.

Byway Leader Learning Opportunities

April 23 - NSBA Byway Webinar
Scenic Byways Across Public Lands
Webinar - April 23, 11a.m. ET

Registration link below - Free for NSBA members; non-members $40

https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/

July 29-31 - Byway Leader Training
In-person training - Grand Island NE

Registration link below - Free for NSBA members; non-members $40

https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/byway-leader-training/

October 6-8 - National Scenic Byways Conference
West Memphis Arkansas, Co-Sponsored by MRPC and NSBA

Save the dates, more information to come in the weeks ahead



https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/
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Tools, training and support for byway leaders.

Join NSBA - Support State, Tribal & National Byway Programs

Support Byways across America for the vision and mission of the National Scenic Byway

Association as The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads.

Become a member or a sponsor of NSBA - you are:

« Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders

« Advocating for federal funding support for the National Scenic
Byways Program

« Supporting education, webinars and training to the Byway
Community

« Helping to provide communication and motivate our byway
leaders

o Besides - - all members attend our webinars for FREE, are
invited to attend 6 Byway First Friday Fellowship Zoom
events (members only); and may nominate byways for
our annual awards program.

To join as a member, go to the nsbfoundation.com website on the 'Become A Member' page,

select your preferred membership category and either pay online by PayPal/credit card or send a
check to the National Scenic Byway Association Office with your completed Membership Form,

PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.

NSBA Office in Spring
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Our Generous NSBF Newsletter Sponsors!
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