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National Scenic Byway Association - 2026

Big Year - Big Byway News

National Scenic Byway Day
September 22

The National Scenic Byway Association is thrilled to declare September
22 as National Scenic Byway Day—the perfect excuse to crank up the playlist,
and cruise along some of the most jaw-dropping, soul-stirring roads in the country!
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Join us to promote NSB Day - September 22.
On our NSBfoundation.com website -
The National Scenic Byway Day media kit has:
* News Release template
* Social media post samples
* Proclamation template
* Logo/Sticker w Sept 22 date
* Photos w Sept 22 date

Ideas to celebrate National Scenic Byway Day
* A Ribbon-Cutting for a new or renewed interpretive display
* A re-opening of a visitor center or museum
* A clean-up event in a park
* Installation of a community bench
* Rededication of your Byway - or a Byway in your State!
* Your idea:

NSBA to Increase Byway Outreach

As a result of a generous pledge this summer, we are announcing the opportunity to
match this pledge dollar-for-dollar -- and then initiate our plans to increase our
Byway Outreach across the nation to benefit all Byways, especially our Members.

Join us to support this 2026 matching donor effort in one of these ways:

» Be a National Scenic Byway Conference Sponsor - Partnership Packet




» Donate an auction item for our NSBA Silent Auction - Oct 7 - Read more, just
below Conference Registration info: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-
events-advocacy/conferences/

e Be a donor - send to NSBA, PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654

Contact sharon.strouse@nsbassociation.com with any questions.

INVEST IN SCENEPACT FOREVER.
$40,000
MATCHING DONOR
OPPORTUNITY

All money received between now
and the close of the October
National Scenic Byway Conference
will be matched dollar-for-dollar
up to $40,000.
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NSBA seeking Sponsors and Exhibitors - national byway audience opportunity!

Seeking Volunteers for Wed evening Oct 7 - a Planning Team Member for
our Silent Auction and Planning Team Member for Activites; Have the



skills? - contact Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com

2020 Briun conrenence

Celebrating America’s Byways Together
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The 15 year wait is finally over!

The National Scenic Byway Association and the Mississippi River Parkway
Commission are planning a 2026 National Scenic Byway Conference; the first since
2011. Preliminary itinerary and registration information are available on our website
at https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/

Sponsor and Exhibitor Opportunities - Best exhibit spaces going first
come, first served

Our conference team is planning for over 200 byway leaders from across America.,
being held in West Memphis, Arkansas, October 6-8. Participants will include DOT
and State Tourism Byway Representatives, Byway Leaders, Consultants, Engineering
Firms, experts in marketing, and experts in the value of byways.

Interested in being a Sponsor or Exhibitor? Take action now -- we are assigning
spaces in order of commitments. Download the Sponsor and Exhibitor Information
here: https://nsbfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Nat-Byway-
Conference-Partnership-Packet-Sponsor-and-Exhibitor-information.pdf For more
info, please email Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com.

Byway Leader Training - Grand Island, Nebraska
Learn - Network - Get Motivated *** July 29-31, 2026

This is an in-person training at the Stuhr Museum in
Grand Island. $125 for NSBA Members, $225 Non-
Members

Info here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-
advocacy/byway-leader-training/

Thanks to Visit Nebraska and Visit Grand Island for
hosting and co-sponsorship.

Byway Leader Training photo collage -- from 2015 to 2026 -- Celebrating 20 BLT



classes!
>SS

America's 250 - our Semiquincentennial:
Spring and Early Summer - Featured America's 250 Events along
Byways:

April 10-June 30 - River of Lakes Young Adult Photography Contest,
https://riveroflakesheritagecorridor.org/events/young-adults-photography-contest/

July 4 - Catfish Festival at Shoals - Indiana's Historic Pathways National Scenic
Byway - https://www.facebook.com/shoalscatfishfestival

July 10-12 - Carbon County Sky Festival & Journeys to 250; Divide Arms Expo; Half
Way Days; Rawlins WY - Snowy Range and Battle Pass Byways -
https://www.carboncountywy.com/events/events-calendar

July 11, 18, 25 - Monroe's Music in the Park - Cascade LoopMonroe WA, Lake Tye
Park - Free Live Music, https://www.monroewa.gov/Calendar.aspx?EID=3128

July 15-19 - Stilletos on Steel Midwest Meet Up - Route 66 Illinois -

https://mwmu.arringtonis.com/?

fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZWOCMTAAYnIpZBExcndYMjFIWERIRUO4UHRwanNydGMGYXBwX2IKEDIyMjAzOTE30DgyMDA40TIAAR7ZmhTSb808
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August 22 - Battle Pass Scenic Byway - Encampment WY - Besty Hill Speech;
Crossing the Threshold Presentation; Unveiling - Wyoming's Historic Through
Listener's Eyes Exhibit; Journeys to 250 and Land of Abundance Film showings

April - October - Blue Mountain Brewery Midweek Music - near Rockfish Gap VA,
where the Blue Ridge Parkway, VA meets the Skyline Drive National Scenic Byway -



https://www.facebook.com/bluemountainbrewery/

Jan 1-Sept 5 - 250 stops in 250 days - Lincoln Highway A

Heritage Byway, MUSICR @

https://www.facebook.com/LincolnHighwayHeritageBy st
way s.s ;

Oct 2, 3, 4 - Trail of Treasures™ - Byway 136 Heritage Highway - Tecumseh NE -
https://heritagehighway136.com/

Congratulations to Byways recognized by USA Today's
"Best Scenic Drives 2026" reader's choice voting:

We celebrate these top 10 Scenic Drives as part of America's Byways Collection --
with information on our travelbyways.com website:

#1 - Great River Road - 10 states, starting_in Minnesota

#2 - Copper Country Trail - Michigan - featured below as our "Byway Showcase" this
month

#3 - Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail

#4 - Natchez Trace Parkway - 3 states, going_north from Mississippi

#5 - Kancamagus National Scenic Byway - locals call it 'the Kanc"

Read more - link to the entire USA Today Top Ten
list: https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-scenic-drive/

June Byway Showcase



Copper Country Trail National Scenic Byway-MI

Quincy Mine Tour Aerial - photo credit - Brad Barnett

Winding through the rugged beauty of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, the Copper
Country Trail National Scenic Byway offers travelers more than a scenic drive.
Stretching approximately 47 miles along U.S. 41 from the Portage Lake Lift Bridge in
Houghton and Hancock to the northern tip of the Keweenaw Peninsula at Copper
Harbor, the route is a journey through one of America’s most influential mining
landscapes and some of the Midwest’s most dramatic natural scenery.

Designated a National Scenic Byway in 2005, the Copper Country Trail follows the
path of one of the world’s richest native copper deposits. Long before European
settlement, Native Americans mined and traded copper from the region thousands of
years ago. The Anishinaabeg people relied on the area’s abundant natural resources,
including fish, game, and copper, establishing a deep connection to the land that
continues today.

While history defines much of the byway with the Copper mining industry, the
scenery is equally compelling. Dense northern forests, rugged Lake Superior
shorelines, rocky outcroppings, and sweeping vistas create a landscape unlike
anywhere else in the Midwest. Near Copper Harbor, travelers experience one of the
route’s most iconic features—the famous Tunnel of Trees, where a canopy of
hardwoods arches over U.S. 41, creating a breathtaking corridor of color during
autumn. Along the way, visitors encounter sandy beaches, scenic overlooks,
waterfalls, and quiet stretches of shoreline that invite reflection and exploration.

Outdoor recreation is woven into every mile of the byway. Travelers can tour historic
mining sites, hike forest trails, paddle along Lake Superior’s shoreline, or explore the
nationally recognized Copper Harbor Trails, a premier destination for mountain
biking. Scenic running routes, backcountry adventures, and year-round recreational
opportunities make the byway a destination for outdoor enthusiasts in every season.



The Copper Country Trail also offers visitors the opportunity to experience the
region’s rich cultural traditions. One of the most significant annual celebrations is the
Hancock Juhannus Festival, held this year on June 17-20, 2026. Located at the
southern gateway of the byway, Hancock is widely known as the “Capital of Finnish
America,” reflecting the strong influence of Finnish immigrants who helped shape
the Copper Country. Festival highlights include the lighting of the Juhannus Kokko, a
massive bonfire along the shores of the Portage Canal; the raising of the traditional
Midsummer Pole on Quincy Green; the Tori marketplace featuring Finnish crafts,
foods, and folk music; and cultural activities such as folk dancing, Nordic walking,
and the popular Wife Carrying Contest. Visitors can also explore the Finnish
American Heritage Center, home to the nation’s largest collection of Finnish-
American archives.

More than just a road, the Copper Country Trail National Scenic Byway is a living
story of innovation, resilience, and discovery. From ancient copper mining and
immigrant heritage to pristine forests, rugged coastlines, and vibrant cultural
celebrations, the byway invites travelers to experience the people, places, and
landscapes that continue to define Michigan’s Copper Country.

Read more: https://nsbfoundation.com/blog/copper-country-trail-national-scenic-byway:-

michigan/; https://coppercountrytrail.org/ and https://www.visitkeweenaw.com/things-to-do/museums-

history/copper-country-trail-national-byway/

Visit Copper Country Video - https://youtu.be/MdGOfMbs2y0?si=tLNCbZjSIWo-y1lo

Read and share - Our NSBA Byway Journeys Blog features the Copper Country Trail
and all our Byway Showcase winners as well as our Champion Byway Members.

The NSBA Showcase Your Byway program highlights one member byway per month.
Twelve Byways are chosen to be featured each year from Advocate and Champion
Memberships representing a byway. Become a NSBA member for 2027 staring in
October through December 15 to qualify for the Showcase drawing in December
2026.

Byway Community Calendar

July 29-31 - Byway Leader Training (on-site) - Grand Island NE
https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/byway-leader-training/

September 22 - National Scenic Byway Day - Media Kit

September 22 - NSBA Webinar
Creation/Evolution of our US Hwy System - 100 years



October 6-8 - National Scenic Byway Conference
West Memphis Arkansas, Co-Sponsored by MRPC and NSBA
$195 early bird registration now open, more information to come
https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/
West Memphis Arkansas, Co-Sponsored by MRPC and NSBA

October 7 - 100th Hwy System Anniversary Party - Wed evening at the
Conference - Silent Auction, Activities, Networking!

November 11 - 100th Anniversary of US Numbered Hwy System

- featured at the byway conference -
Jennifer Wilding, author, Federal Reserve Bank will present:
"The Byways Report: The Scenic Route to Rural Prosperity"
https://www.kansascityfed.org/community/the-byways-report/
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) Special Editions and view archived newsletters
Tools, training and support for byway leaders.

Join NSBA - Support State, Tribal & National Byway Programs
Support Byways across America for the vision and mission of the National Scenic
Byway Association as The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads.

Become a member or a sponsor of NSBA - you are:

» Providing expert advice and mentoring for Byway Leaders

» Advocating for federal funding support for the National Scenic Byways Program

e Supporting education, webinars and training to the Byway Community

» Helping to provide communication and motivate our byway leaders

o Besides - - all members attend our webinars for FREE, are invited to attend 6
Byway First Friday Fellowship Zoom events (members only); and may
nominate byways for our annual awards program.

To join as a member, go to the nsbfoundation.com website on the 'Become A
Member' page, select your preferred membership category and either pay online by
PayPal/credit card or send a check to the National Scenic Byway Association Office
with your completed Membership Form, PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.




NSBA Office in June
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Sharon Strouse
Mational Scenic Byway Associstion
Executive Director

MNational sharon.strouse [@nshassocistion.com
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Our Generous NSBF Newsletter Sponsors!
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