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7 Days - until National Scenic Byway Day
and the
US Route History 100th Anniversary Webinar
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Join us to promote September 22 -
National Scenic Byway Day

We want to promote your National Scenic Byway Day Events - Please share your
plans with us, using this Google Form link: https://forms.gle/KvJMkSEU7m6eySTa6

On our NSBfoundation.com website -
The National Scenic Byway Day media kit has:
* News Release template * Social media post samples * Proclamation template
* Logo/Sticker w Sept 22 date * Photos w Sept 22 date

Wherever you are on Sept.22, take the scenic route.

Here's how 2 Byways in Maine are celebrating....
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D CANDARD s National Scenic Byway Day

%}’ it Tuesday, September 22, 2026 5pm to 7pm

COOKOUT « Speak with Byway Committee Members

+ Meet Byway Partners & Business Owners
SEPTEMBER 21 4:00 - 6:00 « Hear Schoodic Byway History _

« Share Byway Visitor Stories

« Acadia National Park Updates
CELEBRATING THE C. E. BALL FIELD + Learn About Byway Projects
RECREATIONAL TRAIL SYSTEM

& Lobster Rolls & Lite Bites Served

MATIONAL SGENIC BYWAY.0MY Winter Harbor Masonic Lodae

29 School Street, Winter Harbor, ME

& Kindly RSVP by 09/11 \ PLEASE RSVP BY 9/15: SEND AN EMAILTO ALLEN COLEBANK AT COLEBANK@SENTONIX.COM »

ocrsb.chair@gmail.com f-? / \
Schoodic

207-672-6325 txt M
National Scemc Byway

C. E. Ball Field
West Forks, ME 04987

Let us know how you are celebrating National Scenic Byway Day

(or week) along your Byway ...
https://forms.gle/mze4C7yFa3DXy6Zu9

100th Anniversary - History of the US Highway Route
System

Bob Cullen, AASHTO Historian &
Sharon Strouse, NSBA Executive Director

Join us - September 22 - 3pm ET - Webinar



Bright, Broad Ribbons Across the Nation: Celebrating the U.S.
Numbered Highway System’s 100t" Birthday

On November 11, 1926, the American Association of State Highway Officials
approved a comprehensive plan for a new nationwide highway network. A century
later, this webinar will focus on that system’s life and legacy and why those
highways still matter today.

To learn about the history of the numbered highway system, Bob Cullen, the
AASHTO historian has been posting stories on Tuesdays and Thursdays on
https://transportationhistory.org

Here are just a couple:
https://transportationhistory.org/2026/08/06/1925-the-first-of-the-regional-
meetings-to-help-define-the-u-s-numbered-highway-system-is-held-in-san-francisco/

https://transportationhistory.org/2026/08/20/1939-a-prominent-booster-of-u-s-
route-50-heaps-lavish-praise-on-the-highway-while-visiting-washington-d-c/

Registration required for our NSBA Fall Webinar. Free for NSBA members - $40 for non-
members. Register here: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/

Become a member of NSBA for the calendar 2027 year and attend the Fall Webinar free -
Join here: https://nsbfoundation.com/memberships-and-donations/

220 Briun conrenence

Celebrating America’s Byways Together

National

SGENIC BYWAY +

Association

Join conference attendees and presenters from 29 states, from
Oregon to Maine (so far). It's not too late to make plans to attend.



The National Scenic Byway Association and the Mississippi River Parkway
Commission are planning a 2026 National Scenic Byway Conference; the first since
2011. Conference agenda and registration information are available on our website
at https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/

Over 20 presenters, some include - | to r:
Bayly Hassell (Brand USA); Adam Riggs (Overlook Maps); Story Clark (TravelStorys)

Thanks to our current National Byway Conference Presenting Sponsors
(also Exhibitors):

ARKANSAS

THE NATURAL STATE

f

) overlook
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Department of
I— Transportation
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More Sponsors (some also ECENYC BYWAYS

Exhibitors):

Boom or Bust National Scenic

Byway

Christopher Sieverdes

National Tour Association

National Trust for Historic Preservation
Pape-Dawson

Sally Pearce

Exibitors: TOURISM
Ark Delta B

Corridor Solutions CURRENTS
Sheyenne River Valley National Scenic Byway

Sign Maven
TravelStorys

Download the Sponsor and Exhibitor Information here:
https://nsbfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Nat-Byway-Conference-
Partnership-Packet-Sponsor-and-Exhibitor-information.pdf For more info, please
email Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com.

Seeking Volunteers for Wed evening Oct 7 - Planning Team Members for
our Silent Auction and Evening Activities - contact
Sharon.Strouse@nsbassociation.com

_ 2026 State of Rural Tourism

Reporting...

ave your say in the 2026 State of Rural

Tourism Report. Rural Tourism Network is

{ gathering input for its 2026 State of Rural

Tourism report, an annual, aggregate look at

, how rural destinations are really doing on

| staffing, budgets, visitor trends, and technology.

' If you work in or care about rural tourism,
whether a DMO, association, operator, or

resident, your voice makes the picture more complete. About 6 to 9 minutes,

confidential, reported in aggregate. Add yours: https://rtn2026survey.netlify.app/




September Byway Showcase
Ohio River National Scenic Byway - OH

MuraI on OhIO River Breakwall in Portsmouth Ohlo

Few autumn road trips combine colorful scenery, river history, and small-town
celebrations quite like Ohio’s portion of the Ohio River National Scenic Byway.
Stretching approximately 450 miles from East Liverpool to Cincinnati, the route
follows SR 7 and US 52 through wooded hills, historic river towns, and landscapes
glowing with fall color. Along the way, travelers encounter sweeping views of the
Ohio Valley and communities with deep significance to both state and national
history.

Taste of Pioneers

At the northern end of the scenic drive is East Liverpool, near Beaver Creek State
Park, where Pioneer Days takes place in early October. Historical demonstrations and
hands-on activities offer a fitting introduction to a route shaped by generations of
settlers, craftspeople, and river travelers.



Sistersville Ferry to West
Virginia
Farther south, near Fly, Ohio, travelers can
experience one of the river’s enduring traditions
=== aboard the Sistersville Ferry. Founded in 1815,
= the ferry service has operated for more than two
SIS centuries and is one of only a few remaining
@A 2long the Ohio River. The crossing is also
associated with George Washington’s October
1770 journey along the Kanawha and Ohio rivers. A historical marker, erected in
2003, recounts the site’s story and the many types of ferries used here over the

years. When river conditions permit, visitors can still make the crossing between Fly
and Sistersville, West Virginia.

Marietta to Pomeroy

Continuing south, the byway reaches Marietta, one of Ohio’s most picturesque river
towns. From September 11-13, 2026, the Ohio River Sternwheel Festival fills the
levee with paddle-wheel boats, live music, family activities, and spectacular
fireworks.

From Marietta, the road winds alongside the river toward Pomeroy, where the
Sternwheel Riverfest takes place September 24-26. Riverfront entertainment,
festival food, and nautical traditions capture the character of this compact

Appalachian community.

Gallipolis to Portsmouth

Farther west, travelers can take a short detour
from Gallipolis to Rio Grande for the Bob Evans
Farm Festival, held October 9—11. Harvest
crafts, farm demonstrations, traditional foods,
and live music make it one of the region’s
signature autumn gatherings.

The drive continues toward Portsmouth, home
of River Days over Labor Day weekend. The

city’s floodwall murals, historic architecture, and 'E
broad river views make Portsmouth a
worthwhile stop even after the festival has ended.

Oktoberfest Zinzinnati

The journey concludes in Cincinnati, where the byway enters a dramatic urban
riverfront. From September 17-20, Oktoberfest Zinzinnati brings German food,




music, and lively traditions to Sawyer Point and Yeatman’s Cove. In October, BLINK
transforms downtown Cincinnati and the surrounding riverfront with illuminated art,
murals, and dazzling projection displays.

Between festivals, leave time for scenic overlooks, historic landmarks, locally owned
restaurants, and unexpected discoveries. The Ohio River National Scenic Byway is
best experienced slowly, with the river—and the colors of autumn—as constant
companions. "

Byway Highlights

 Civil Rights Movement in
Portsmouth,_Ohio

e National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center

e The Rankin House

e Freedom’s Landing, Ripley, Ohio

e John P. Parker House

o John Gee Black Historical Center

e Historic Fort Steuben

o Imperial Glass Museum

o Blennerhassett Island Historical State Park

o Shawnee State Forest

e Ohio River Museum

o Wayne National Forest

e Ulysses S. Grant Birthplace

For more information, please click on https://nsbfoundation.com/nb/ohio-river-
scenic-byway-oh/

Read and share - Our NSBA Byway Journeys Blog features the Ohio River National
Scenic Byway and numerous other byways.

The NSBA Showcase Your Byway program highlights one member byway per month.
Twelve Byways are chosen to be featured each year from Advocate and Champion
Memberships representing a byway. Become a NSBA member for 2027 staring in
October through December 15 to qualify for the Showcase drawing in December
2026.

Byway Community Calendar



September 22 - National Scenic Byway Day - Media Kit

September 22 - NSBA Webinar
AASHTO Historian - Bob Cullen - Presenter
Colorful History of our US Hwy System - 100 years
registration page: https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/webinars/

October 6-8 - National Scenic Byway Conference
West Memphis Arkansas, Co-Hosted by MRPC and NSBA
$220 registration, more information here
https://nsbfoundation.com/training-events-advocacy/conferences/

October 7 - 100th Hwy System Anniversary Party
Wed evening at the Byway Conference - Silent Auction, Activities, Networking!
Sign up to donate or volunteer: https://forms.gle/9iYYYoWfgSK4Fh5Y6

November 11 - 100th Anniversary of US Numbered Hwy System

National

SBENIB BYWAY e Sign up for our free email monthly Newsletters and Byway News

Association

Special Editions and view archived newsletters

Tools, training and support for byway leaders.

Join NSBA - Support State, Tribal & National Byway Programs
Support Byways across America for the vision and mission of the National Scenic
Byway Association as The National Voice of Scenic Byways and Roads. To join as a
member, go to the nsbfoundation.com website on the 'Become A Member' page,
select your preferred membership category and either pay online by PayPal/credit
card or send a check to the National Scenic Byway Association Office with your
completed Membership Form, PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212.

On-site - NSBA Office
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Sharon Strouse
Mational Soenic Bywsay Associstion
Executive Director

Natio nal sharcn. strouse @nshessocistion. com

330.231.2468
SEEN’E PO Box 212, Millersburg, Ohio 446540212
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Our Generous NSBA Newsletter Sponsors!
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Our mailing address is:
PO Box 212, Millersburg, OH 44654-0212
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